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points in Religion faith , Amte- 


£1 quam cffc&um hahent znigma- | 


taſunt, & ambigtitates/homi- 
nibus ; they are clouds in the/eyes, 
and riddles in the underſtandings 


of men , until they be explained. 


F humbl y 7ntreat you ' therefore to 


| accept: myindeaours:, and to ſi 


i723 ſend your judgement till you have 


weighed: the Reaſons on both 


* frdes.;+Let not the ſeeming novel- 
ty of the opinion retard your en- 


quiry, for although Truth be the 
daughter of the moſt High ,'.and 
therefore: there. can be no new 
Truth : yet many Erronrs are an- 
crent, embraced, reverenced un- 
ſifted and uncontroverted, meerly 


is regard of their Antiquity when | 


aot- 


Po 4. 11 
Ls io'if TY 


LL "RY 


PIIFY 


nes.” 
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rreat conſolation "may" langaſh 
md be. ſuppreſſed under -thofe- er+ 
ours.” The treaſures: of: Divine 
-nowledge are inexhau{tible , autl 

to the diſſolution of the World, the | 
Cracles of God will ſuppeditate + 
new matter, wherewith t& recreate 
« holy diligence , to confirm a 
doubting ſþirit , and to confound 4 
ſawcy curioſity. If T have deli- 
wvered a truth unto.the world, 
which hath lies 45 an Embrion 


buried in the womb of erroar , it 


is a wealthy bleſsing upon my poor 
endeavours. Tf T doe hallucinate 
in the proſecutian'of it, T am wil- 
ling to be confuted without obſti- 
nacy. T am not eſs defirons to de- 
moliſh an errour , than T am fol- 
licitons to hearken to 4 correted 
fſudgement. Sir, I wiſh you feli- 
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that when you have finifhed 
progref of Faith ona hope , 
be tranſlated into thi 
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thogry' of. meny wave fufticiehr-o 
withaſter Ages ithout the of 
theiregdſons It hach been er | 
ohſcugiy , by-a ſurmize,charthe IF 
of- tis. hid: 10 - the ſecret councel 
Mn: tg us nevenled. ; neirher harh Fa 4 
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2 Of the Largeneſs of the 
- appeared what reaſonscan be raiſed fromthe: 
| Dottrine of Faith-and good Works , which: 
--. might greatly perfwade us ro 4 belicf.of rhe 
greater n to be ſaved. Burthe clouds 
of -erroneons: prejudice being: diflipated , 


truth wilt be manifeſted in a more vigo=- 


rous excellency. 

What tidings can arrive more acceptable 
r&ia confternated ſpitit , . labouring under 
fin and an apprehenſion of eternal ror- 
ments, thai to receive an aſſurance, that 


berween theexhauſtible mercy of..his Ged,. 


and hisiniquities', there is noproPortion. 
_ That the goodneſs of God is not circum- 
fcribed in-the falvation of ſdme few men, 
juſt, and perfe&t, and eminent for ſanity 
but that .he will beautifie - innumerable o- 
infirm, and diſlecated mhem- 

bers : On the other fide, whatcan more en- 
cline che hearrs of men to deſperation, than 
-to feign God: to be ſome ſevere and*impor- 
mn Exadtor , wo! won none into 
is H Kingdom , but Enoch, Elias, 

$, and Apo! and ſome few:men 


». whereof* our Lord ; 
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and fabordinate , ſome being dignified a+ 
bove others : and as ina well conſtitured 
City, chere are the chief Magiſtrates , 'men 
of middle ranks, and the er ſort: fo in 
the City of God, whichrt his 


£5 
--/ 


-© nicyts ; congregarer,, and confticured/byi des 


Berccs in thisworld, there will beifoond nor * 


Fes 


F ring of car ltron Tele om 


1 purified the thief , in the fire/ofhis-iown.- 


vation. Ir is the 


commandement: : 
{ that we ſhould be perfe&t; ' but imperfe& is 


onely:Prophetrs and Apoſtles , 'bur alſo ina- 
ny inferior perſons our of all Kingdoms, 


pvp agen" — In the Tabernacle of 


Moſes , pon the building and beaurt» © 


y did nor onely beftow — 3 
—_ o 'bur they allo ore _ | 
ay ny ſkins,and Goatzſkins: - 
to let us underſtand no doubr:, that imte _ 
this Heavenly Temple! whereof charwas a 
ſhadow, ſome ſhall b2 received, whorimthe 


r0 be holy, even us He i holy": :Levrhar 
man alſo know, that heorttoupeniche Crate 


facrifice and torments,, will-i 
deal with all thoſe that are 


that chariry that refuſerh.falyagion. 4pthaſe 


4 Of the Largenifs of the 
that have not fulfilled that commandment 
he commandeth what we are unable to per+ 
form, that the riches of his mercy might 
abound, to make the whole world obnoxi-- 


LT) 
NO Ian can be ly juſt before him. 
- For this caute I have framed this Diſpu- 
mrion- of the Amplitude of rhe Kingdom. 
of God, conceiving it no lefs profirable 
than if it had conſiſted of the Mercy,Good- 
hefs, Wiftom, Power , or in a , of the 
Nature off God. For theſe things are ſo con- 
eaccnated, knir,and interwoven, that unleſs 
' *theconfinesof it exceed the territories of” 
 - _ #hie devil, we can neither truly apprehend 
'his'mercy , nor thoſe other artribures that 
-dechre his narore. 
-:- Bar ſuch is'the pecyiſhneſs of fome- ſpi- 
'\rirs , they chooſe father to defend an opi- 
\mion with  obſtinacy'which'they dore 
+than' to enquire 'whar may be ſtedfaſtly 
-mainrained' withour conrumacy 3 bur we 
I SEES 
= fying of t ercy © in a 
cio Feng ( for beyond wt Wy 
- #hall nop proceed) are prepared to refute 
- withoue' pertinaciry , and to be convinced 
'withonr 


' T have not enterpriſed this Diſputation 
with any ſecret end divided from the glory | 


te: The Mb roo, bo. of 


oy » OV 


of God, not to anticipare more able pens, 
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63 nor £0 tyrannize Over ti \judg 


ged this privitedeg toa Writer, to produce 
his own perfivation wirhour the conramely- 
of anothers: judgement. . Fot why ſhould | 
thar liberty be prejudged by hin, who is at . 
liherry-ro. exerciſe it? Ler rhem confider 
whether any thing bealleadged againſt the 
Analogy of Faith, or the preceprs of 67 
Life : anything inconfiſtenr wirh che f 
eft and moſtuadoubred pri of -Chii- * 
ftian Religion, or 


pee ah gry ont __ Mas 7 
nn enÞ 
A w have made uſe of them, 
provided they have not been repugnant to | | 


& Of thi Lareeneſs of the 


the Dodtrine of Chriſt. It was my defire to 


.attempr whether this Argument might not 

' be publiſhed: as a. Paradox. and after the 
cuſtom of the ancient.Schools difcufled on 
borch-fides , rhar-ſofrom the ſucceſs of rea« 
foning , there might out.vf things obſcure 
and wondexsful ,. flow 'matter probable and 
common. . | 


Whereas I ſaid in the beginning, thas- * 


ſome things in the ſecrets of Divinity are 
not yet: explained , this perhaps will nor 
reprehenfion 2. fox.it may-be reinfor- 


ced, That nor onely all things neceflary. to - 


falyation are contained in the Scriptures, 
but that all thoſe things are unfolded and 
made plain both by ancient and modern 
Writers : and therefore it appears aneed+ 
leſs thing ta enquire after new lights: 

I ay therefore , that nothing: more un- 
changeably.ought to be believed, than thar 
God by the pens of his Prophets, Evange- 
liſts, and Prophets, hath-delivered unto us 
in ther wricings, whatſoever irwas his good 
pleaſure we.ſhould know, and obſerve: : but 
{ TI fayalfo-1 have 4 believe) reaſon to pawlſe 

 uponthe conſequence, that becauſe there 
they are contained , rhey are therefore &x+ 


' plained, for this I ſuppoſe. no judgement 


that is at leaſure can believe ; for if there 

be aperfett Declaration of all choſe things, 
wherefore.are our precious hours ponitbet 
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with ſo many Commentaries ? why are fo 
many books writcen to work down,imooth, 


and explicate the knotry-queſtions in Reli- 
gion? R__ diſpucations,conferen- 


as Mces, and controverſies among the learned 2. 
'e Bfor whileſt they emir Explications,-Obſer- 
<+ Wvations, Annotations, ant Animadverfions, 


do they not diſcipline reaſon ro preponder 
Y ſome rhmngs as yet intricate and perplexed? 
and inſtruct a conſideration that theylabous - 
10 propagate belief: xo chings doubtful, and ** 
authority ro things contemned? -if any mant _- 
will be PA lieentious as to reply ,- that ſuch 
polemical diſceptations are ſpent for the © 
moſt part ahour- matters of indifferency, 
befides the untruth of ir, certainly learned 
and wile men have teafon to- reſent it as a 


horrible indigniey ro hear themſelves char- 
ged ro'waſt theirtime inauaneceflary alrer- 
cations." ''>// | 


Bur what age may not make the fame ob- 
zeftion , that all things-are. abandancly-re- 
vealed ? Antiquity might plead it,and then 
it had beena needleſs undertaking 40 illy- 
ſtrate and declare the meaning of the Scris 
ptuces. Future: generations alſo; tharſhall 
ſucceed us even/to the worlds di Y 


more precluded. That the {cnſe of divers 


places. 


W 8 of thr Largeneſs of the 
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places of Scripture , hath not been ſuffici; 
ently declared in any age, is ſufficiently de 
 clacecbby the words, of. S. Pax to. the © 
cinthians, where he hath ordained prop 
t0-continue'in the Chucch for ever.: by thi 
meanstoinform our underſtandings , t 
the enucleation of ſome abſtruſe matter 
hath the ——_ amongſt Spyitual 
gifts. In his firſt Epiſtle alfo to the Fheſſa« 
lanians he gives it in precept » That we 
quench nor the Spirit , neither deipiſe pro+ 


phecyings,, but exhorterh ws to examine! 


all things ,. and ro hold faſt that which is 


good ; Peter alſo doth nor deny, but thar: 
ome I ry Epifiles of Paw are hard: 


% 


to be und 
: Thus it 6s evident, wanted nort:reafon ra 


affirm , that ſome queſtions inthe Sacred" 


Monuments of Chriſtian Religion, are fill 
complicared and involved : neither is the 
Spring-head of this holy Fountain {o tobe 


- ſhut or dammed. up, that ir:-may. not. be 
lawful for any ro convey the ſtreams ro wa- | 
rer this Celeſtial '£drz the Kingdom of 


' Some: pethaps may fancy tha this Quey 
ſtion might have-been ftifled-w-the birth, 
ar overlaid by: ſceond: thaughts:, becauſe in 
ſeems to graduare men.in diffoluteneſs3.leas 
ding them from an awful reverence.into:(e1 


£urity, fram ſecurity ro.Contempr, and from : 
| con» | 
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Hl contempu,co an unreſtrained evurſe of lis | 


"YR Ecrours-pr from 2 good intention 


and. love: are never confociated 


are the more dle 3 and rhae they doe 
«re througha a mdfndertivativg ofthe-vens | 


| grels of piety , I ſhall now demonſtrate. 


Fear never made ood Tutour to d 


= but love and a contideration of bene 


cence. 'Tis the method of ſlavery ro att un» 
der compulfion 5 but icis the glorie of obe+ 
dience when affettion extorterh a filial res 
Thas when Mofes tn the fixth of 
Deuter. had fer down all the laws, folici» 
rous as 15 were of our obſerving them, he 
brings in. the law of Charitie, command- 
ing us to love God above all things, 
and our ;neighbour as our ſelves. . 
Lord Chrift alſ@ broughe no orher mon 
wma 7 oy ppg ging 
epirome and t 
From hence S*. Paw alfoin the 13 to the 
Roms, faith , Love is the fulfolling of the Law. 
S*. Fobnalfo that boſowa-friend of his Lord 
and Maſter, when he would deſcribe nnro _ : 
ns the perfe&tion of ir, by the narure of 
God,telleth us, God provieyaymnr hen 
be that abideth in Love abtdeth in God', and 


God in bim, Seing therefore the Law, yr 2 


Prophets, the Lord , and his Apoſtles', do 


ayer} invite ro lore 3 rr or for q 
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EF to Ofthe Largeneſs of the 
F expelling fear)-buc fromthe love of foine=" 
other rowards'us ,- which alfo is known 'by i 
indulgence and conferring” of favours and. 
benefits : it follows thar the eſſence of pie- 
ty and ſanity is rooted in the aſſurance of 
the Divine love to us , andquickened by 
theconſideration , and eſtimation of Gods 
| benefirs unto us : which apprehen- 
- s enflame our ſouls to reaftett and obey 

w <a 


an-.{.! | | | 

That our Lord Chriſt held this tro be the 
path of true piety the Scriptures doe-wit- | 
nels; and therefore David faith unto the ? 
Lord, ;2ghtcouſnefs thou haſt loved , but wit= * 
kedanefs! thos bat hated: Forthere is no- : 
thing more vircuous and effeftval 'to pro- 
move the mind to an exalrarion of piety, 
and to keep irat that pitch, than Love, and 
a continual remembrance of the Divine 
clemency and goodneſs. - 

Bur this is undiſcernable in the ſalvation 
bf a few.men, andthe condemnation- of 
many. In this rather was the mercy-of God 
manifeſted, tharwhen in Juſtice the mighc 
have damned all, hee deftinated ſome-ro 
puniſhment, but more ro falvarion : for 
when the ſoul ſpringeth, and culminateth 
in the contemplation of ſuch a love, unlefs 
it. be doomed:to the left-hand diſtribution, - 
"that man nuiſt needs abhor vice ,- when he | 

— Knoweth it is ſo-diſpleafing ro EIS 
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ie- Father: :' And it will alſo forcibly allarehiſin 
by Fo the love of vireue, and picty'; becauſe = 
nd Fc remembreth the indulgenee of his'God, 
e--Woth require ir of , and expe ir from him. 
of WJ aſtly he will continually. endeavour to be 
y Moly, innocent , and juſt, becauſe he know- 

k 


2h his God, and his Saviour is holy {pure, 
nnocent, and. juſt. ':Nor'doth the red 
ecuity hinder/ar: all che jowney of peep 
ur uy racher be- accounted 'the' life of 
good attions , and a happy 'being : bur ſuch 

a condition of life cannot poflibly'be efpou- 
B {cd to a perperual fear of evil, and: corment. 

E Neither doe I underſtand and mean by fe- 
cuwity, that carnal 'habir , which" | 
from a contempt of Gods laws , and an in- 
cogirancy of the: day of judgement : but'a 
en of anxiery, and a tranquilliry of 
pirit , germinating and budding from a 
confidence of the Divine goodneſs to man- 
kind , which our. Lord and his Apoſtles 


have called Peace:: | ©» , 

In this ſecurity and affiance,l ſay; felicity 
is placed, and:I rermiir the founrain'of ho- 
lineſs, and good works. What good things 
can he imagine, what laudable aftion can 
he meditate , or whar great marters worthy 
of 2' Chriſtian refolurion can he perform; 
that alwayes doubts his own falvarion? rhat 
thinketh God:ivangry withrhe greater pare 
of mankind ? and entertainerh ſuch narrow 
4.300 cons 


I2 af the Langenifoaf the - 


EPRcFprinns of the: _—_ of Cixiibul | 
if it-were open: but to ſome few men,1 kk 


not who in ſome angle and nook-of-th 
World? This is not'to extol: his Majef | 
bur x9 obſcure it 3 this is not ro advaines h 
lorie , bur to diminiſh *t3 nor to magnifigh, . 
is goodneſs , but -to diſparage it; nod MW 
admire his wiſdom; bur to deſpiſe ir 3.-no 
to ſtand amazed at is omnipotence, beet | 
mock it: whereas they who; think highly 
and Honowrably (as, ir.is meet 
of the Largeneſs of his Kingdom , their con« 
templations are deyout,pious,and the more 
congruous to the eſſence of God. Of whiclt 
moſt bleſfed kingdom 'whar my concepri+ 
O85. re, 1 ſhall comprehend in rwo books, 
or: Dialogues 3 in the laſt I ſhall variouſly ,; 
and- plainly demonſtrate the. largenefs of? 
this Kingdom , haviog in rhe firſt cleared? 
all thoſe Places of Scriprure which ſcem to! 
oppoſe the magnicude of ir. 

For diſtin&fon ſake I name the Prolocu- 
tours Celis, and Maynardaus , and everyat- 
tentive Reader may make himſelf. a Mode- 
ratour. ; 
» Celis. I come acc ied (my dear 
Maynardius) with early d ro renew our _ 
_ conference 3 and if irbe no interrupti» 

on to your ſtudies , 1 ſhould defire fariſ+ | 
faction 1 iaſcruple by fome words:of yours 
M $131: 1 7's Ty. 150 19,.3 


Mey- 
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Maymardys. Laccountit (my Celias) the 
_Wobleſt end of my ſtadies, if by. char ad- 
Wantage [can in any matter benefita friend. 
< {. You may remember,thar after - you, 

\ had diſcourſe of- the goodnels.and mercy 
by of Gos- to mankind in Chriſt, you added 

{is $: kingdom, which-was; built, upon, 
oy bliſhed in mercyy, was fer! open to 
Ore men.,: than many men: have hitherto; + 
conjectured. I have ramimared upon theſe 7 
words, being doubrfullwhither they might 

Frend : and many. things coming to METS 
me n—— apps pen unreſolved. -- 

w pray,your thoughts, 
= C. Firſt I rhouphrof [Dogs moe (as 0 * 
ud is ſaid) was of -thar-not onely the 
damned Souls » bur alfo the Devils. 
themſelves ar laſt ſhe ſnl be ieiropnion 
4} mercy. I thought alo/npon 
- who t believed , that I Boa uy > wt 
yet ſuch as were marriculared. into 
+} by Baptiſm, IE 
bread, ' ſhould obrain eternal life. - 
I pondered whether:you Mg i 
nuare that the number of the was nat, 
vr © inferiour " that of the Damned, but. fa-: + 
ther great RA 
* 0-7 And-which of theſe did you. ind.” 
) 


. | moſt agreeable. 0) 
'C. Thelaſt,bur thar the Seripeares | 
us exherwiſe, ſeems the more prokable.-Bur 


14 Of thebergeniſrof che) © 
becauſe nothing fallerh unadviſedly fror 
you,l expe@rhe'reaſon of your words : and 
whether you intended them in any of thel 
ſenſes which 1have delivered. | 
M. Firſt I conceive' that opinion to be 
falſly impoſed upon 0r:g-n,.and thatit is a 
emulous invention of ſuch men that would 
obſcure” his eminence , which unworthy 
praftice thoſe times (ſo well as theſe) were 
very prone too. For my party conceive that 
moſt learned man to have advanced the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and the mercy of God, 
by no reproveable or valgar amplificationsy 
which ſaying being” maliciouſly detorted 
through envy, and-perverſly underſtood by 
ignorance, that devour Father was ſlander- 
ed to affirm thatthe devitſhould be tranſta- 
red to glorious immortality-: But this opi- 
nion , whether held by Orzgen or any ocher 
man, is ſufficiently refured by Chriſt himſelf 
the Maſter of Truth. 10: 8$,63-171 134 
- The ſecond opinion, which doth inveſt? 
all thoſe with eternal happineſs ,” whichage 
initiaced by Baptiſm into, and'have parrict- / 
pated the Body and Blood of Chriſt, is ut- 
rerly to be rejefted and diſ-allowed 3 | for 
that imputerh falvation to the efficacy of? 
oiitward fignsand elements |: but rhis is ſo | 
ſuper-abundantly overthrown by S.: Pal, 
that it 'were ' waſte 'of 'rime' to. 'urge any 
thing in confuration of it: for it would _ 
+] OW. 
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all low by unavoidable conſequence, if thar Q- 

pmion ſhould be” granted, that Hymenens 
and Philetus,and Alexander, of whom Pay 

makes mention; that Ananias and Sapphire, 

and Simon Magus, that Fulan the Apoftat:y 

18 nay that Sergius the Menk., who by ſome 

dE hath been reputed Antichriſt, are now par* 

& rakers of Beatirude. ; 

Bur the third opinion , that the City of 


& God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem , the Church 


& 7r:umphant, ſhould be larger than the exe- 
crable ſynagogue of the devil, doth uot 
& ſeem ro my judgement to containthe leaſt 
abfurdiry.: Wherefore I ſhall nor conceal 
my preconceptions of it, unleſs you other! 
wiſc conceive of it. | $1 

C. TI ſhould ( as I faid before) embrace) 
this perſwafion , did not the word of 'God 
reſtrain my conſent. 5 Vir 

A. Doth neither the authoriry of the 
ancient Fathers, nor the conſent of former 
ages , nor the newneſs and: greatneſs 'of 'a 
matrer then prevail with you ? - ©: .'; -- 

C- Nor atall. For fuſt; in difparation, ' 
not the authority of men, bur the power -8f - ! 
reafon ſhould be of moſt importance. 'Se=. 
& condly , the Fathers claim not the leaſt-aſ- 

F fent rotheirwritings, furcher than they are 
; x confirmed by the 'reſtimonies bf. the Sexi- 

Y ptures. Then,for the conſent of many ages 

«/ Þ and cuſtoms, whar is ir, if ir be not ——_ 
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ed by reaſon, and the anthentical authorir 
of Gods word, but 'a:decrepit and a; bling 
errour? Forthereis no novelty in Trutly 
than which nw þ is more ancient, for ſhe 
is the Da the Moſt High. Burif 
there be a pon newly —— the 
grearneſs and rhe newneſs of it, ſhould [as 
ther allure, than affright me, or any other 
man. 

M. You would then, did not the Scri-' 
ptures over-rute you , joyn your conſent tg 
this Opinion ? ; 

'G __ PD | 

Ad. \ Verily T appla jodgenten --f 
holy, and worthy of aChriſtian. coma 
places are thoſe which (as you ſay) contra» 
dr rhis .* 

>» The An, becauſe. at the Del 
onely eight perſons were {aved,, andi Fo 
falvation of the Ele&t were typified by this 
deliverance, doubtleſs the number of the: 
Ele& is very fmall : bur rhis ſeems confirm-: 
ed by S. Peter in his firſt Epiſtle, chap. 3-1, 
_ where ſpeaking of the Ark , he faith, 1s 
which very wo that is eight Souls were de- 
livered. The like Figure whereunto ever 1 
Baptiſm doth now alſo ſave us. y 
M. Theſe words of S. Peter —_ paring 
derſtood ,. do unfold the myſtery 
Eon. Ficſt he faith,that the waters of the | 
food, were ſhatlows or figures of pci] 
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and the deſtruQtion of fin ; therefore Noah 


"+ did typifie Chriſt the Publiſher andPreach- 
"a ſer of Righteouſneſs , and by the Ark is fig- 
-enificd the faith of the Kingdom of: Chriſt ; 


or as none were preſerved from the waters, 
bur tboſe who hearkening to Noah , took 
anfuary in the Ark 3 ſo now alto none en- 
er at the door of Salyation, but ſuch as ha- 


. Wving heard the Goſpel preached, believing, 


repent: and following Chriſt Jeſus the Pi- 
Flor of his Heavenly Ark the Church , are 
"'F wafted by faith as in aſhip through the ra- 
ging waves and whirlpirs of dearh and hell. 
Whereas Peter ſubjoyns that very few were. 
ſaved from the deluge, thoſe words may ve- 
ry aptly be referred: to rhe paucity of be- 


 Flieving Zews at his firſt manifeſtation in the - 


Ethrough various tribulations , nor di | 
ged through the paucity of believers : and. 
Yſhewerh them alſo rhart the ſufferings of, 
Chriſt, the perſecurions of the Godly , and. 
the ſcarcity of thoſe Jews tHat ſhould free 


AFthemſelves from that hallucination, - and 


"Fblindneſs of mind, was foretold- by the 
"EProphers, and prefigured by rypes : and as 
Fthar inundation deſtroyed nor them that 
cook ſhelter in the Ark , neither can croſſes, 
calamities, nor-death it = endamage _ 
that 
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that truſt in Chriſt , but be rather wholly" 
converred ro the advantage of a believing 
foul. 

Peter therefore, as I have ſhewed, ſpeak- 
eth nor of the univerſaliry of the Ele&,but 
his words muſt be reſtrained ro thoſe con- 
remporary Jews, to whom, as he was an A- ' 
poſtlc of rhe Circumciſion, he diredted that ' 
Epiſtle. 1 

C. I confeſs with joy my Maynard us,thou 
haſt enlightned a very dark paſſage in S.Pe- 
zer ; * but what can you anfiver to this argu» 
ment, that of that vaſt multirude of Ifrae- 
lires which God brought out of Ezypt, onely 
two, Cal:b and Foſurh, were admitred into 
the Land of Promiſe ? 4 

M. The beft and fafeſt rule to unvail | 
the mvſteries of the Old Teſtament, is to 
conſult rhe Apoſtolical ſenſe of thoſe pla- } 
ces. Paul handling rhar place in the renth 
cliapter of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
«7s, draweth it into example, thereby ro 
warn and deter them from finning by the 

ſad prefident of thoſe Iſraelites that fell mn 
the Wilderneſs : And in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, that he may diſcover the root of 
all wp rpeh , he faith thar they ro whom the 
Land of the Canaanites was promiſed , and 
they who fled out of Egypt through unbelief 
ſhould nor poſlefs that land , which God al- ! 
ſo there called his Reft, becauſe ir doth _ 
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FW clare thepeace and unry of the Kingdom 
Zand Church of Chriſt, in which we ſhall 
live ſecure, truſting in the good will of God 
towards us in Jeſus Chriſt. Of which reſt 
the Prophet 1ſaiah makerth mention in the 
two and thirtieth chapter, faying : And my 
J people ſhall dwell m a peaceable habitation, 
hat} and in ſire dwellings, and quiet reſting pla- 
'Y ces. Behold here the ſenſe'df the Apoſtle 
upon the words, where there is not a ſylla- 
ble of the paucity of ſuch as ſhall be faved, 
and doubtleſs it were an adt of great teme- 
riry to bow or wreſt the Text further than 
the very matter dorh declare, or wider than 
the Prophets and Apoſtles haye conceived 
$ of it- = 
C. But can you ſhew by ſome other paſ- 
J ſages of Scriprure, (for withour this autho- 
& rity I know you attempt nothing)what muſt 
J be underſtood by Foſuah and Caleb, and 
why onely the lircle ones, the reſt being ex- 
cluded, ſhould poſlefs the Land of Canaan? 
M. There is no doubt but theſe two 
were preſerved to be witneſſes' of thoſe 
wonderful deliverances , which God had 
vouchſafed ro that uathankful people ,- be- 
cauſe they onely had the comrage amongſt 
all the Spies, roundertake the exrirpation 
of the Prangate) 3 bur if we raiſe the-mar- 
ter into a higher conſideration , feeing that ” 
thoſe tranſaQtions _—_—_ to the rimes _ F 
2 
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* the Meſſab, it will be no impropriery to.af- 
firm, that 7o/izah and Caleb were Types and 
adumbrations of rhe pauciry of thoſe., who 
upon the firſt coming of our Saviour,ſhould 
believe in him , notwithſtanding the maje- 
ſty of God was refulgent in him by the fre- 


quent atteſtation of miracles : which ver 
thing , thoſe ſevere comminations againſt 
thar ſtubborn and contumacious people do 
ſeem to import : For, ſaith God in the four- 


teenth of Numbers, all thoſe men which have | 
ſeen my glory, and my miracles which Idid in | 


Egypt, and in.the wild:rneſs,and have tempted 
me now theſe ten times,and have not hearken- 
ed to my voice : ſurely they ſhall not ſee the 
| Land which 1 ſwore untotheir fathers , nei= 
ther ſhall any of them that provoked me ſee it. 
And alittle after, he excepteth 7oſuab and 
Caleb, and all thoſe under the age of twen- 
ty years. -Of which thing. God complaineth 
in 1/aiah-(which place alſo S. Paul citeth in 
the tenth to the Komancs) I have ſpread 
out my hands all the day to a rebellious people. 
S. 7obhn alfo.in the beginning of his Goſpel 


faith, He came unto his own, but his own 7e- ' 


gexved him not. 
C. I perceive by theſe two ( for as it is 
written, 1n the mouth of two or three wit- 
peſſes every truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed) the A- 
poſtles and: Diſciples of.our Lord are pre- 
fignified , who as.they did teſtifie of his 
WOll» 
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bear witneſs of me through the utmoſt parts of 
the earth. Burt now I expedt to hear what 
you can"fay concerning the poſterity of 
them that fell in the wilderneſs, for cer- 
tainly in this alſo is comprehended a-great 


EZ myſtery. 
* QYM. I ſhould indeed have little to anfwer 


to this matter , had not S. Paul, that great 


7 Revealer of hidden things, openeda way un- 


ro it. For the Apoſtle in the eleventh to 
the Romanes , doth plainly prophefie that, 
Thoſe branches which were cut off through 
unbelief, ſhall through Faith be rcangrafted. 
What elſe doth this fignifie bur that the 

ſterity of them that periſhed inthe defart, 


ſhall have acceſs into the Land of Promiſe .? - 


was not all Z44ea after the death of our Sa- 
viour turned into a folirude ? were not al- 
moſt all them that had ſeen Chriſt, deſtroy- 
ed by war, famine, or peſtilence ? yer their 
generations, as Paul witneſſes, ſhall be re- 
ceived into his Kingdom. In confirmation 
whereof, he doth accomodate the predidi- 
ons of the Prophets, and thus unfoldeth 
them to the preconſolation of the Gentiles. 
For I would not, Brethren, that ye ſhould be 


zznorant of this myſtery ( left you ſhould be | 


wiſe in your own conce; ** ). that blindeneſs mm 
BY . part 


wonders and miracles , ſo did they chiefly 3 
bear record of his Reſurrefion. For ſo our 
ord himſelf faith to his Apoſtles , Ye ſhall: : 


—— 
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'. part # happened to Iſrael , until the ſulneſs of 
the Gemiles be come in, and ſo all Iſrael 
ſhalt be ſaved, as it is written : There ſhall 
rome out of Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall thru 
away ungodlimneſs from Jacob. For this is my 
covenant with them when 1 ſhall take away 
therr fins. Which words in the original are 
fomewhat different 3 but it ſeems the Apo- 
file followed the tranſlation of the Septua- 
gint, in which tranſlation the words are not 
ſo much conſidered as the ſenſe. Theſe 
things alſo. Moſs, Feremiah , and Excchiet, 


do promiſe tothe Iſraelites, that he will ga- 


ther them out of all. Nations, and fromthe ends 

'of the earth , that he will cleanſe them with 

pure wattr and purge them from dll their ini- 
ulties, and giue thein anew beart, and anew 
rth, 

. C. Tothe other things T readily affent, 
bur I do not ſufficiently underſtand what is. 
meant by the Deliverer. 

M. 1 will ſhew you my Celis : This 
place is. diverſly expounded, but the words 
of the Apoſtle are plain enough 3 for when 
he ſaith, he ſhal come , it is liquid he ſpeak- 
eth of ſomewhar yer to come : and when he 
fairh, the Deliverer ſhall come, whom can you 
ſuppoſe to be meant, bur Jeſus Chriſt the 
onely Saviour and Redeemer of mankind ? 
eſpecially when he addeth, ot of Sion, that 


is, out of the yery Nation of the Zews, to - 


' whom 


ant. a. a iam © oo a wie A 
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* Elias comes be ſhall reſtore all thiags. How- 
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whom this Prophecie doth belong. But be- 
cauſe ſome Holy and great-man was f0; be' 
ſent from God , for” the inſtauration- of a 
collapſed Church, and the replantarion of 7 
air extinguiſhed Religion , this doth not * 
at all ſeem different from the cuſtom of 
God. For when things are cven deſpaired 
of, and grown deſperate, he then uſerh - 
(as the Prophet Malachic ſpeaks to raiſe up © 
lome Elias before the coming of the grear ! 
and dreadfal day of the Lord , and be ſhall 
turn the heart of the Fathers to the Childrett, 
and the brat of the Children tothesr Fathers - 
that is, he will congregate and convert the 
hearts of thoſe Children to the Meſfbah ,. 
whoſe Fathers have 1 him in Spi- | 
rit- And that this ſhould be performed by 

Elias was the opinion of 073g n, Theadoret, 
Ch;y/oftors, and Aufliz alfowhich they cott- * 
firm by that faying of our Saviour , hes 


ſoever in my judgement, Paul in that place 
means none other but Chriſt Jefus- 
Pan wrote ?. wherelore then doth: he fay, * 
he ſb4ll come ? What coming doth he de- 
ſcribe? his firſt appearing to ſuffer dearh 
for us , or his laſt coming rojudgement?. © 
M. Pad. in his ſecond Epitfle to-#he 
Theſſalonians,when he purpoſeth ro deſeribe 
unto us by whom Antichriſt ſhould be re-- * 
; B 4 yealec,. 
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vealed , and by what weapons he ſhould be 
overcome , after that for a time , he had 
proudly advanced himſelf againſt Chriſt un- 
der the name ofChriſt,he thus writeth: Thex 
ſhall that wicked on? be revealed, whom the 
Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit of his mouth, 
and ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of his co- 
} ming. In which words four things are decla- 

'red unto us. That Antichriſt ſhall be dete- 
&ed,by whom he ſhall be brought ro deſtru- 
fion,by what weapons , and laſtly that the 
Lord himſelf fhall come in Perſon againft 
this enemy ,ſhall ſubdue him, and ſcatrer all 
'his forces3 & this ſhall be the means of that 
accompliſhment. Wharſoever is made ma- 
nifeſt, was firſt hidden , and whatſoever is 
'brought to light is made manifeſt: Antichriſt 
.for a long time hath lyen hid like a wolf in 
ſheeps cloathing:and ſtill had been unmani- 
feſted,had not the appearance of Chriſt be- 
gun to reveal him : by whoſe coming again 
alſo he ſhall be utterly overthrown. Bur in 
the mean rime, it behoves us to fight man- 
fully under Chriſt our King and leader, a- 
gainft this adverſary and all his adherents : 
and leaſt we ſhould fainr or be diſcouraged, 
{ Sr. Fohnaſſureth us he ſhall be delivered 

 Intoour hands , 4nd the Lamb ſhall overcome 
them,for he is Lord of Lords and King of kings, 
and they that are with him,are called, and cho-. 
fen,and faithful. But with what a 
Witt 
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with thoſe wherewicth men go out to bat- 
tcl ? No, but with the Spirit of bis mouth,and 
the brightneſs of h1s coming. | | 

C. I apprehend you , with the ſword. of 
the Spirit , which is the word of God, that 
is, with arguments taken our of the Do-. : 

Arine of the Scriptures , which he ſhall ne- 
yer be able to anſwer. * 

M. I deny nor bur the adverſaries. of 

Chriſt may be fought withall, and brought 
ro deſtruttion by other weapons , bur Paul 
telleth us , that Antichriſt ſhall be put to 
flight by the Spirit of bis mouth, to exag- 
gerate the power of Chriſt, who is able ro 
vanquiſh his enemies by rhe breath of his 
noſtrels. For bis Spirit , as the Prophet I- © 

ſaiah faith», # an overflowing ſtream, he is © 

alſo a conſuming fire, and Chriſt Jeſus is the * 
brightneſs of this fire ,ar whoſe appearance 
the enemies vaniſh , as the nighr and dark- 
neſs is diſperſed by the approch of the fun. - 

Now it- the ryranny of Antichriſt, muſt: * 
be aboliſhed by the Spirit of the mouth of 
our Saviour before his laſt coming to judge» ' 
ment , (which S*. Fobn forerelleth, ſaying, - 

And the ten horns which thou fi upon the 
beaft, theſe ſhall bate the whoxe,and ſhall make 
ber deſolate and naked, and ſhall tat ber feſB, 
and ſhall burn ber with fire.) That the Go- 
ſpel may be preached-in all theKingdoms of. 
the carthz anorher —_—_ yer 

5 & : 


26 Of the Largeneſs of the 
be enquired after : and this is that coming 
by which he hath begun to reſtore the 
preaching of the Goſpel , ro enlighren the 
. underſtandings of them thar fate in dark- 
neſs , & to confirm them by his Spirit. We 
know well under how much blindneſs and 
ignorance the whole world, in former ages, 
hath been kept., contiguous almoſt to the 
very times of the Apoſtles. For as foon as 
their embatlage was ended , the ravenous 
wolves begun to enrer into the fold of 
Chriſt (as Paw faith) nor gy the flock. 
Thus oy degrees the true Chriſt was raken 
out of the world,'and a ſuppoſititious Chriſt 
laid ir his room, in the holy place,the Tem- 
ple of God eſtabliſhed in faith, not founded 
upon any material bafis. In which temple 
Ke fſitteth,, and cxalteth himſelf above all 
that: is called God , or that is worſhipped , 
whoſe coming is after the working of Satan, 
with: all power aud figas and lying wonders, 
and with:all decaauenblenefs of unrightepuſneſs 
7 them that periſh; becauſe they receruved- not 
the love of the truth that theymught be ſaved. 
For they who ſhut their ears thar they may 
not hear the truth,it is no wonder that they 
delight in lies. And when falvation is pro- 
miſed ro them thar believe the truth ,, they 
hat delight in lies may juſtly. fear damnatio. 
C. If I underſtand puny inti- 
mate that as the abſence of wo _ 
. Cc 
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there is Chriſt) ſo by the return and reſty- 
ring of the Goſpel is co be anderftood an- 
other coming of Chriſt. 

M. Rightly taken 3 bur F proceed to de- 
clare this middle coming In the 18. of 


Luk', Chtiſt having ——_ the ſimili- . 


tude of the unjuſt Judge and the importy- 


nate Widdow,faith of himfelf, her the $02 | 


of man cometh , ſhall he find faith upon the 
earth ? which cannot be underftood of his 
laſt appearance , when the Goſpel! beihg 
preached over all the earth , there wilt be 
an infinite multitude of belicyers. Bur thar 
I may no longer detain your expectation, 
he thew foretold this cotmng (if you heed 


the myſterie) whetr by his denouncing of | 
:udgerncer wad defireion upon the Jews, - 
he comforted and- confirmed the minds'of 
thoſe amhongſt themi who- did or ſhonld be- : 


lieve, ſaying, fo reckowy, thai ye ſhall ſee me 
20 more benceforth , until you ſyall ſay, bleſſed 
is be that comet in the name of the Lord. 
Seeing therefore ſo much blindneſs is 
brought imo the work, ſo mary ſhadows of 
falſs Religion , and vails- of falſe D6drine : 
firſt. into the Church by the deeretals of the 
Popes, then by the fabulous ſtories of the 
Talmud , laſtly ito other Nations by the 
lies of Mabonw# ith the Alchofan ; it is alto- 


gether: | 
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fignifie the abſence of Cheiſt, (for where his 
word is preached , where his voice is heard 
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_ neceſſary, thar Chriſt our King, by 


| 
| 
| 


s moſt glorious coming, ſhould re-eſta- 
Vliſh all things in unity , that the learned 
may be direfted to true wiſdom ,. and the 
ignorant inſtrufted iv true Religion. 

C.. One rhing remaineth,which ſeemeth to 
me yer unproved ,.you faid our Lord Chriſt 
had reſpert to his ſecond coming , when 
he told the Fews they ſhould ſee him no 
more ,. until with joyful acclamations they 
ſhauld receive him as their Lord and King 


which I conceive was then accompliſhed, | 
. whenriding uponan Aſs towards Jeruſalem, 


they entertained him with that great ap- 
plauſe, 

M. Two things are diligently ro be con- 
fidered : Firſt , whether our Saviour ſpake 
theſe words before thoſe acclamations , or 
afterwards : bur let any man confer the cir- 
cumſtances and he ſhall find they. were af- 
terwards ſpoken. . Secondly, tro whom theſe 
words were ſpoken. S*. Leke atreſterh that 
theſe words were fpoken to the Phariſees; 
but ler any man conſult the other Evange- 


liſts,and he ſhall find, that he was afterward 


ſeen by the Phariſees ; but he ſhall nor find 
that ever they ſaid, bleſſed is he that co- 


meth iin the name of the Lord. Nay they 


were ſo far from money theſe jubila- 
rions , that it filled them with mucmuring 
and objurgations , for in a" 
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multirude followed him , $*. Zohn ſheweth * 
in the 12. Chap. of his Goſpel,that the Pha- 
riſees ſaid within themſelves , do you nor 7 
ſce that we prevail nothing ? behold the 
whole world is gone after him. We muft 
therefore ſeek after another Advent , and ir 
will be that which we mentioned from the © 
propherical faying in S*. Pax! , which ſhall 
be then accompliſhed, when the ſtragling 
and vagabond 7ews ſhall infold themſelves 
into the Church of Cnriſt , and when thoſe 
words of the people ſhall be fulfilled" in 
their fignification , Hoſanna to the ſon of Da- 
vid , bleſſed is be that cometh ia the name of 
the Lord ,. Hoſanaa in the higheſt ; for then 
according to the words of S*. Paul, alt Iſrael * 
ſball be ſaved. 
C. I now plainly perceive that that place® 
of St: Paul, is to be underſtood in a Spirt- | 
rual ſenſe, and that upon the ſecond com- 
ming of Chriſt the Fews ſhall be reſtored 7 
and-that I may briefly declare my mind, I 
ſuppoſe that all thoſe deſtruftions rhat have * 
ha "to that people, and that won- 
derful blindneſs in which they have been 
captivated , did portend the univerſateala- 
mity, which the world was to ſuffer under . 
Anmichriſt 3 and thar this coming of our Sa- / 
viour ſhall be as a reſuereftion from fin, a 
dereliftion ef our errours , and a converſion 
to the true Faith. of. Jeſus Chriſt, and ha-; 


vVIng: 


doubts, I ſhall now propound ſome places 
in the New Tcſtament,which make againſt 
this Opinion 3 and fuſt theſe do occur the 
F words of. Chriſt himſelf: Strive to enter int 
| . at the ſtrait gate, for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leadeth to defirattion, 
and many there are which enter in , but ftrait 
.#s the door that leadeth to eternal life, and 
narrow is the way, and few there ave that 
find it. Here Chriſt not obſcurely doth 
ſeem to ſignifie , that few ſhall be ſaved, 
bur many ſhall be damned. 

M. It is very excellently , and modeſt- 
ly ſpoken my Cel , for indeed all things 


things proved which _ to be fo : ſome 
things are indeed ſuch as they ſeem to be 
as gold and filver , bur other things though 
they appear true to the judgement of the 
* ſence, yet are improperly fo called, as rin 
and lyrarge of gold mingled with gall 
and quick-filver have a ſeniblance of rrue 

old. Hypocrites which we call diſſem- 

e&r5 doe not they appear true, devour, and 
Holy ? yer they are fo far ſeperated and di- 
ſtinguiſhed from piety and mue ſandtiry 
by our _—_— Himſelf , __ W called 
them painted ſepulchers , which-are of 
beautiful outiides, bur full of filth', and 


by. 
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ving received delightful fatisfadtion in theſe. 


are not as they ſeem , neither are all 


ſtink and rotrennes within, He faith allo _ 


be ſheep, but within they are ravening 
wolves. So on the other fide moſt men 
are accounted irreligious and prophane , 
wicked and reprobated 3 are pointed at, 
hiſled ar, c at, plundered, ſequeſter- 
ed,murthered as enenues to God and good- 
nels , and unworthy to injoy any ſhare in 
Gods creatures, yet theſe perſecuted men 
hold faſt the true Religion, and Faith in 
Chriſt. Our Saviour therefore in the 7. of 
Fobn exhorterh us , not to judge by appear- 
ance but to judge righteous judgement. And in 
the 8. Chap. he reprehenderh the Phariſees 
that they judged after the manner of men , all 


is not gold that gliſters , the ſame thing 


may I ſay of this place by you alleadged ; 
as perhaps they that exrenvare the num 
ber of the bleſſed , and !eſſervthe CHureb 
Triumphant, doe more oppoſe God , than 


they which amplifie and augment ir. For- | 


if we ſearch intro ſome things with a holy 
curiofiry , the firſt appearances of them 
will vaniſh, from this very place this trach 
will be ſufficicacly proved : For when a cer- 
rain man aſked our Saviour,whether few or 
many ſhould be ſaved 7 Chriſt makes this an- 


ſiwer ,, Strive to ent:y in at the ſtrait gate,. | 


for many I [ay unto you will ftrive te enter in, 
and. ſhall not be able. when once the Mater 
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by their habit and behaviour they ſeem © ©! 


_ 
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"door , and ye begin to ſtand without, and to 
knock at the door, ſaying, Lord , Lord, open unto 
us, and be ſha!l anſwer aud ſay unto you, I 
know you not whence you are ; then ſhall ye be- 
g'n to ſay , We have eaten and drunk m thy 
preſence , and thou haft taught in our trects : 
'but be ſhall ſay, 1 tell you , I know you 'not 
whence you are z depart from me all ye workers 
of iniquitie, there ſha be weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth , when ye ſhall ſee Abraham and 
Iſaac aad Jacob , ard all the Propbets in the 
kingdom of God , and ye your ſelves thruſt out : 
and they ſhall come from the Eaſt and from the 


weft , and from the North, and from the South, 


and mu fit down in the kingdom of God, 
nd behold, there are laft, which ſhall be firſt, 
'and fir ft which ſhall be laſt. 1 ſuppote you 


doubt not, but theſe words muſt be under- }. 


ſtood of the Fews,yer if you ſhould ſcruple 
ittheſe words would reſolve you , We have 
eaten and drunk in thy preſence , and tho 
bat taught in our ſtreets. As if this muſt ad- 
vantage them,and-entitle them to the king- 
dom of heayen, becauſe the Maſter of the 
houſe is of their own nation , and chiefly 

ſent to them : Which words ſome imagine 
'torelate to the day of judgement 3 but to 
me they ſeem to refer to the firſtcoming 
of Chriſt : and this will be manifeſt;. to any 
man, that, with diligence will examiy rhe 
particulars, ſpoken of by our- Savihur,. 
wikre= 
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wherefore Chriſt being afked about the 
paucity of the ele&, anſwers not to the 
queſtion , bur diretts his diſcourſe another 
way , leaſt he ſhould breed a remiſneſs, a 
negligence, a lazineſs in them to ſeek after 
the kingdom of God 3 and therefore he ex- 
horteth chem to ſtrive ro enter in ar the 
ſtrair-gate, before the Maſter of rhe houſe 
be riſen up, and ſhur ir againſt them. 

F Cc. Whar is this gate ? and how to be 

wt ? 

M.. You will plainly anderſtand, what is 
meant by the gate , when 1 have ſhewed 
you, what it is to have the gate ſhut. 

. C. Proceed then. to: the handling of 
that. 

AM. When we read that the Maſter of 
the houſe doth riſe, and ſhut the gate , we 
muſt-underſtand thereby, the ſecrer counfel 
of God upon the Jews, to blind' them and 


harden them for a time, that they ſhould W' 


not confeſs him , and in a word, the ſſiur- 
ring of the gate,is the rejeftion of rhe Fews 
for a feaſon , that the Gentiles might be re- 
ceived into the Church of Chriſt. Which 


opinion is confirmed by. thoſe words, by * 
which he foretelleth, they ſhall come from all © 


the four ccrners. of the earth, and fit down. 


the kingdom of God. And from the 14. of- 


the Aﬀs alſo, where Paul and Earntbas 
when they were come , and had PEres 
the 
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the Church together , they rehearſed all 
that God had.done with them, and how. he 
had opened the door of Faith unto the Ger- 
Ziles. Alſo by that which Luke ſaid before, 
thar the door ſhould be ſhut after that the 
Maſter of the houſe was riſen up 3 but he 
roſe when Chriſt (who is that Maſter of the 
houſe, and Lord of the houſe of God his 
Church ) had delivered himſelf.from the 
wer of death , from whence you ſec ; 

ollows that nothing elſe is underſtood by 
the ſtreight gate , bur thar ſhort interyail of 
time from the coming of Chriſt to the be- 
fieging, deſtruRion, and defolation of 7c- 
rTeſalem, this alſo was forerold by the Pro- 


pher Dame! in the 9.Chap. Azd be ſball cox- | 


firm the ctumant with many ſor one week, 
and in the nudſt of the week be fhall cauft the 


ſacrifice and the 6h lation to ceaſe - and ſor the 


over- ſpreading of ahominatio:s be ſhall make 
it d:ſolate , evia until the conſummation, aud 
that determined ſhall be powred wpon the deſs- 
{ate. Again, our Savionr hath explained 
theſe words of the Propher, mpg Fer 
you- ſball ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed about oz 


every fide, then know that her defi;uttion is at 


hand : and a little after, This ation ſhall be 
greatly oppreſſed , and ſhall periſh by the edge 
of- the ſword, till the times of the other nations 
be fulfilled. ' 

+ Bur what are thoſe times ? | 
| M.T 
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2M. I ſhall tell you, though perhaps oÞ- | 
therwiſe than moſt men fare od for Cheſt 
doth here intimate that the Zews ſhall re- 
main under that blindneſs and calamity, tiil 
the other Nations of the world have belie- 
ved and embraced the Goſpel 3 which limi- 
ration of time, is determined in the ſecrer 
will of God. : nor is it any other than whar 
the words of S. Paul import : That blind- * 
neſs in part is happened to 1ſ7ael , till the ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles be come in. Now weigh - 
the words, and obſerve wherher this ſenle 

of them be ſtrained, or detorted,, or rather 


be not proper and gennine. 
C. They are indeed , onely the Apoſtle 


handleth them more art large. | 
M. Lerus rs gras. and perpend. -/; 


the anſwer of Chriſt to the queſtion. You 2 


demand of me, wheth:r few ſhall be ſaved? 
butT admoniſh you not to trifle away time 
in ſuch queſtions, but lerthere bea ſtri- 
ving, a holy contention amongſt you with ' 
all celerity, to enter in at this door of my . 
Goſpel : for the time is very ſhort, and 
when the hour of your rejeftion, the im- 
minence of -your calamity approacherh,, 
your complaints will become an 

and your defires to enter, fruſtrate and re- 
pulſed : for the gate of Salvation hall be 
barred up, and the faculties of fanh com- 
bred and ſtifled. Seck not, O ye Fews,with 
anxiety 
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- anxiety to know how few of you belong to 
the Church Triumphant , but with a wiſe e- 


mulation run the race of Faith, that yes 


may belong to that Church,and it behooves 


you alſo to ſer out early, if ye believe theſe: 


words of mine, by which I provoke and cx- 
hort you to newneſs of life , and publike- 
ly denounce and declare unto you the ap- 
proach of the Kingdom of God. Now if 
we believe the ſenſe of theſe words to be 
the ſame with thoſe of S: Matthew, which 
you objefted to me, which cannot be deni- 
ed, ſeeing in both places there is mention 
of the narrowneſs of the gate , there thar 
place in Matthew cannot reaſonably be 
underſtood of the number of the Elect, for 
if in that paſſage. of Luke, nothing be in- 
rended but a premonition of that ſhort pe- 
riod of time,.in which the Zews had a ca- 
pacirie by Faith, to attain the on! ya of 
Chriſt, atthough the number of them was 
very ſmall which then ſhould'believe , yer 
you-muſt needs grant me, that thoſe things 
mentioned by our Saviour in the other Go- 
ſpel, muſt onely be referred to the Nation 
of the Fews : of which people few indeed 
did} enter by the Trae Gate Chriſt 7:ſws, 
and very: many by the ſecret purpoſe of 
God being excluded, remained without. 
' C: The force of your reaſons doth in- 
cline me toaſfent 3 andthe rather, becauſe 
it 
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it hath been obſerved of S. Luke , that it is | 
his peculiarity to deliver thoſe things clear- 
ly and diſtin&tly , which in the other Eyan- 
Lcliſts are related more obſcurely , and in- 
deed this is the gift of an elegant, and the 


| duty of a perſpicuous Writer. I will in- 


ſtance for brevity ſake bur in one example: 
Matthew writeth that the two theeves be- 
rween whom our Lord was crucified, uſed 
the ſame exprobations towards him, as did 
the Chief Prieſts, Scribes and Elders 3 bur 
Luke ſaith onely one of them uſed contu- 
melious language againſt him 3 And one of 
the malefattours which were hanged , railed 
0n him, Jayne If thou be Chriſt , ſave thy 
ſelf and us : but the other anſwering, rebuked 
bim, ſaying, Doſt not thou faar God , ſtieing 
thou art in the ſame condemnation ? and we 
indeed juſtly ; for we recetve the due reward 
of our deeds , but this man hath done nothing 
amiſs. And although this be manifeſt, yer - 
I would know if there be not another ecx- 
plication of thoſ& words of the narrovu 
vvay,and the narrow gate , if peradventure 
ſame man ſhould remain unſatisfied with 
this ? 
M. There is indeed Celius3 for whena 
place of Scripture is aſfamed to the proof 


of ſome falſe opinion , it may rather admit + - | 


of any ſenſe, than that whereby it is ap- 
plicd to the confirmation of that _ 
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will therefore redeem; this place from the 
countenancing of an erroneons opinion , 
and accomodate it to the illuſtration and e- 
ſtabliſhmenr of*truch. Firſt ir" is a matter 
acknowledged and requires no proof, that 
by the concumacie and fall of 44am, we are 
all conceived and bora in original fin, that 
confeftion which David maketh of himſelf, 
1s appliable to all the ſons of Adam; Be- 
hold I was ſhapes in iniquity , and in fin did 
my mother conceive me. Andiit is no leſs evi- 
dent, that if any man bejuſt, if any man be 
holy , he oughr thankfully to confeſs that 
theſe ſfireams of ſanttitie, theſe divinations 
of righteouſne's, do flow from that Foun- 
tain of Goodneſs Chriſt Feſus, by a new and 
divine regeneration : For of þ:s fulneſs have 
we zecerved (that are members of his body) 
even grace for grace. Our Saviour in the 
words doth propound unto us two doors 
and two ways, one broad and wide , the 0- 
ther ſtrait and narrow 3 that, as leading to 
deſtruftion;” this unto eternal happineſs. 
But what elſe can we imagine this way of 
deſtruttion to be, bur the corrupt natnre of 
mankind , and the proclivity of our wills to 
all errour and unrighteouſneſs ? and what 
can be meant by the narrow way to Life, 
but the obſervation of the Commandments, 
and a ſincere imitation of our Lord Chriſt, 

who is the Way, the Truth, and the __ ? 
F or 
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Ml for he ſaith ," If ye will have life , keep my . : 


Commandments. Alſo in another place , 1f 
any man will come after me, let him deny him- 
If, and let him take up his croſs and fol- 
low MP. 

C. Trisa very religious interpretation 
which you have given of theſe rwo ways,yer 
one thing doth not a lirtle move me , has 
Chriſt faith , Many enter in at the gate which 
l-adeth to deſtrutt;on , but few find that 
way which leadeth to- Liſe : which argueth; 
thar a ſmall number onely ſhall be ſaved, 
and the greater number ſhall incur everla- 
ſting condemnation. 6 

M. Lertme Celis for a while mterrogate 
thee, and do thon make anſwer , this way - 
perhaps may facilitate the iſſue of this Di- 
ſputarion. 

C. With much willingneſs, fot this hath 


| beena cuſtom in diſputation deduced even' 


from Socrates. 

M. You have already granted that (un- _ 
leſs I be miſtaken) this broad way doth- 
fignifie and imply, the depraved nature of 
lapſed man. RES. 

C. 1 do confeſs it. | 

M. And that by this narrow gate , this 
difficult paſſage is meant , the precepts of 
God, the way of tribulation and calamirie, 
which was the path our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

. did walk ins Kg 
+ To 
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C. To this alſo you have had my cons 
ceſlion. 


M. 1defire you now to tell me,what can 


enter in.at this broad gate, or rather, what 
you ſuppoſe it is to enter in at this broad 
and wide gate , bur as I ſaid before, to be 


made and born of the corrupt matter of the 


old Adam ? : 

C. That truly is my Opinion. 

M. Do you conceive that all mennone 
excepted , or ſome men onely are obnoxi- 
ous to this neceſlitie of finning ? 

Cc. All men, Chriſt Jeſus the Authour 
and Finiſher of our falyation exceprted,who 
is therefore by S. Paul called the Second A- 
dam, and the New man : For as by the diſobe- 
bedience of one man, ſin was propagated unto 
all men, ſo bythe riclteouſneſtofe one man, all 

th:y that belzeve ſhall be made perfeft,Rom.5. 
Our Saviour alſo-in S. Fohn telleth us, What- 
foever is born of the fleſh, is fleſh. S. Paul al- 
ſo ſaith , '1 know that nothing in me, that 
i5,in my nature,'is good 3" for by nature we are 
all the ſons of wrath. Which places,with in- 
nnmerable others , . do perſpicuouſly con- 
vince the impuritie of the nature of man ; 
that I may ſay nothing of all thoſe inordi- 
nate affettions, violent concupiſcences, -fa- 


cinorous ations, & hainous offences which 
are produced as the deadly poiſonous frujt . 


of this corrupt tree. 


{| who did ſoappartion and contemperate his 
| ſayings ;; that neicher theſe ſhould fiak Fs 
| "dew: 
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AM. Your anſwer, Celins;'is very ingeni- * 
ous and oppoſire. What is it,think you,rto 


F find our this way, and this gate that leadeth 


to Life ? 5 

C. Doubtlefs ro find our Chrift, who is 
the ay, and the Door, and the Life, and de- 
ſpiſing all other tranfitorie pleaſures ;- and 
Heine comforts, to flie to him, and to ho- 
nour him by right believing and well living. 

M. Butwho entreth at this gate having 
nature onely for: his guide , or how many 
follow Chriſt onely by the light of reaſon? 

C- None alas, not one.. For nature, as [ 
have ſaid, being the way ro death, whither 
can it lead us but to deſtrution ? _ , 

M. Doall men therefore, following the 
condud of nature, ſlide into death , and 
rumble into condemnation ? 

C. This I have already” granted without 
any hefitarion. - . 

M. Our Lord Chriſt, then, when he ſaid 
many, underſtood all , and when he ſpake of 
a few, he meant none. 

C. I cannor gainſay it, I have granted the 
antecedent, and rhe- conſequence is irre- 
fragable :.but- why: did our Saviour rather 
ſay many-and few, than all and none ? © © 

M. 'In'this we may contemplare the wiſ- 
dom and lenity of our ever bleſſed Saviour, 


CG 
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deſperation , nor they be lifred and puffed / 
up to arrogance and oftentation : it plealed* 


him therefore to ſay many, nor all , that he: 
might qualifie the rigour and ſeyerity of the 


matrer , by rhe gentleneſs and mildneſs of 


ſpeech (for if he had faid a, he had preci- 
pitared infirm and timorous conſciences in- 
to deſperation) and with the ſame holy mo-- 
deration he pronounced few ſhould find 
the narrow way : For had he ſaid noze , he 
would have ſeemed to preclude and antici-' 


pate all hope of all Salvation : thus by a: 
moſt wife temperance and diſpoſition of 


ſpeech, he reflecterh to us our praviry and 
miſery , when he faith many , and when he 
faith few, he leaveth us not altogether de- 
ſtirute of hope , which is our heavenly via- 
ticum. 

C- Who then ſhall be ſaved ?. 

M. When the Maſter himſelf had affirm- 
ed that it was more eaſfie for a Camel to paſs 
through the eye of a needle, then for arich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of God, 
preſently the Diſciples felt within cthem- 
ſelves a conſternation of mind, and being 
fuddenly ſtruck with an inward confli& of 
| fear and wonder, they enquired 2s you now 
do, who then ſhall be ſaved ? ro which-que- 
ſtion he returned rhis conſolatory anſwer : 
To man this is impoſſible, but to God nothing 
# ynpaſſeble : and thus he tanght , thar one 

| and 
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'F and the fame thing might be , and mighe 


not be : by the Divine atliſtance ir might be 


accompliſhed , by che powers cf varure it 
could not be effected. And this is it of 


ÞT which $. Paulo glorifieth , through Chrif, 


(of whom I receive my ſtrength) 1 am able . 
to do all things !: and in'this ſenſe alſo we 
muſt u nd-the yoke of Chriſt tobe 
cafie, and his burthen light : light and cafie 
to grace , grievous and burthenſom'to na- 


YF ture. - 


Cc. You conjoyn and expound theſe 
things moſt aptly, and as I apprehend, 
our Saviour in theſe ſayings made uſe of 
thoſe figures which the" Grecians docallan 
Hypocoriſm , and an Hyperbole, 
ſpeaking of a thing with divination-and ex- 
tenuation; the other with incredible in- 
largement and amplification. 79 © 

M. Kightly obſerved: for ſuch exrenyg+ 
rions-are' very much uſed-.in ordinafy. com- 
verſation ;/- and ſometimes alſo in che Holy 
Seriptures : as for example, when Paul wri- 
ting to the Fomanes of 'the- contumacy of 
the Jews (2: what (faith he) of Joamrof them 
have not believed ? he faith ſoraeof them3 
when ſomeof them onely had believed {2 
remnant ſHefted onref the reſt) ant atl che 
other , as Paxl witnefſeth, were blinded 
The fame figure healſo uſeth in-the'f6frh co 


the Romanes : For as by one mans diſobedience 
C 2 many 
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many weie made ſinners ; fo by the obedience of 
one,ſh 111 many be made righteons.l doubt nor 
bur you perceive in both theſe places,a ma- . 
felt extenvation , when he faith, ſome of 
them did not believe, and many are dead; for 
he had faid before, that all were dead in 4- 
dam. Theſe things being thus clearly pro- 
ved, it is plain ro all underſtanding , that. 
our Sayiour in this fimilitude of ways and 
gates, underſtood nothing of the Mulrirude 
or Paucity of ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. And : 
that you may more fully perceive , that our 
Lord if that place of S. Matthew, ſpake not 
of the life ro come finiply and abſolutely, 
or meant any thing of the laſt end of men, 
ſuppoſe him to have ſaid thus , mary ſhall 
come to deſtruction, burfew ſhall find life, 
or many ſhall walk in that way which leads 
to everlaſting death, bur few ſhall find the / 
way toeternal life,here theway we ſee isnor 
the end : And having made mention of the 
my doth admoniſh us of our hamane - 
imbecilliry, and reducerh to memory our / 
preſent miſery : that deſpairing of, and de- / 
ſpiſing our own weakneſles, we might have / 
recourſe to the refuge of his goodneſs and / 
arm” For who that is grown to-ma- - 
rurity of years ( not to ſpeak any thing of - 
our impure beginnings ) unleſs affliftions 


compel him, grace regenerate him, and the; 
Spirit of God renew him, doth turn into 
__ _ that 
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that troableſom and unpleaſant way of the 
croſs? who hath an affiance in, and who is 
ſo inflamed with the love of God, as being 
ſecure of the life preſent and that ro come, 
doubterh 'of nothing, is folicitous afrerno- 
thing? who is careful of his neighbours 
good and S, as of his own, and who 
is _ ble of his loſſes, crofles, and 
afflictions, as of his own ? who is fo careful 
to honour God in the riches of his Mercy, 


Þ as he is induſtrious and plorting and toyling 


to incich his own family, and to enamul 0- 
ver a fugitive feliciry? yet this the Law, 
this the Prophets , this the Lord himſelf 
with ſtrit ſeveritie hath commanded us : 
Thou ſhalt leve God above all things, and thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf. Whatſhall I fay then? 
Is the whole Maſs of mankind created to 
eſtruH) CR apr net 
very through the infirmitic of our nature ? 
{ forbid ! for our Heavevly Father to all 


4} our ſpiritual evils, languiſhings, andrelap- 


{cs hath applied the medicine of his inti- 
nite Mercy, for he himſelf teſtifieth of him- 


3telf, 'He Tot his Son into the world to 


condeta the world, but that the world through 
him ſhout be {aved. From hence Paul alſo 


Jproclaimethit,” He [bit up all men tmder un- 
4 elief ;, that he; might have mercy upon all. 
JLer us therefofe cry out with the ſame A- 


poltle, ' Miſerable man that T am, who ſhall 
. C 3 Acli- 
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deliver me from this body of death ? and bet 
us ſubjoyn allo our acknowledgement with 
thankſgiving to him who doth deliver us, 
ſaying , 1 give thanks unto God through Ft 

is Chriſt 67 Lord, You fee now my Claus, 

he perverſenefs of their conelution who 
thus argue , Few enter in at the. ſtrait gate, 
therefore {e» ſ11 be ſaved, And now you 
apprehend the ſafetie and fweernels of this 
concluſion , Few find the way which leadeth 
to Sternal Isfo , therefore God doth ſpread 
dilate, and diffuſe his grace, otherwiſe mor: 

tal mani mult altogether inherit corruptic 
as David faith, 1f thou ſbowldſt be extrean 
to mark what is done amiſs, O Lord, who ut 
able to ſtand before ther, Here now is t 
door opened into. that large field of the 
mercy of God , when through his benigni- 
ty and their faich, he conſerveth the guilty. 
Thar is a true ſaying, Curſed 15 eveiy oe that 
contiueth not in all things which are written 
. in the Lavv, to do them; Bur this is no Iefs 
true , That Chriſt Feſus died for the ungodly, 
and-vuas made a turſe for us, that vwoe'ſboutd 
be freed ſrom the curſe of the Lavy :. 1o that 
we are both accurſed and bleſſed, execra- 
ble by nature, bur ſanftified by grace ; ac- 
curſed in .4dam, but holy and: happy in 
Chriſt, to whom be honour and adoration 
for evermore. | 
G-, To the Lord. Chriſt the Authour _ 
| | Life 
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Life of our life be all praiſe and glory, thar 
by his wiſdom hath brought to paſs, that 
thou haſt fo clearly illuſtrated this moſt dif- 
ficulr place, that there remaineth nodoubt, 
no icruple, no hefitation. Now I perceive 
how aptly one truth agreeth with another, 
and what a hollow and unſound reconcile- . 
ment is made berween truth and falſhood. 

M. If any other places of Scripture con- 
tain any appearing contrariety to this afſer- 
rion, name them C115, that before dinner 
] may give anfwer unto,and vindicate them. 

C. I ſhallparform ir with great willing- 
nets , and with the beſt aid of my memory, 
I ſhall chooſe fach places as are moſt wor- 
thy of explication in this matter. And firſt 
I will inſtance in that Parable of the Sower, 
whereby our. Lord doth infinuace unro us 
that a remnant onely ſhall be ſaved, for as it 
is wrirren in the thirreenth of Matthevy, 
the-fourth part onely of the ſeed did fruti- 
fie, the reſt periſhing by divers accidents. 
Wherefore I covet to hear whar you can 
_ produee in anſwer to this allegation. 

M. Ir is the trueſt and the juſteſt office 
of an Inrerprerer to expend , and confi- 
der the end, purpoſe, and intent of rhe 
Speaker. This obſervation is neceſſary in 
all emergencies, but then eſpecially aleful 
when we examine the ſayings,and Parables 
of our Sayiour , becauſe nor all can anſwer 


GC. 4. tn 


| in every reſpett to the purpoſe of the ſpea- 
ker. This ſome have attempted but with 
ſmall ſucceſs. Let us therefore content our 
ſelves to enquire our the meaning and ſcope 
. of the place ,* for in thar is contained all 
the doftrine and inftruftion that can be eX- 
pected from the ſpeaker. For the fimilicude 
itſelf, and the <cxplicarion of ir muſt be 
applied ro the ſcope and intent , uor the 
inrent to the {imilitude , for by ſuch a pre- 
poſterous accomodation , many abſurdities 
would follow. In this collation therefore 
our Lord Chriſt intending ro ſhew us all 
thoſe impediments, by which we are chietly 
withdrawn from the worſhip of God, ( the 
principal part whereof is the hearing and 
the prattifing of the Word preached) bor- 
roweth a fimilirude from the Sower 4 rec- 
koneth up thoſe things. that retard and hin- 
der the growth of the ſeed, and doth acco- 
- modare them to the Heavenly ſeed , which 
is the word of God. Then he nameth three 
gencral impediments 3 the devil, tribula- 
rions, and the cares of this lifez and at leaſt 
with one of theſe is every man tormented 
and perſecuted , yet doth the word of God 


take root, and bring forth fruit in a plenti- | 


ful manner. | 
_ C. In what place? | 
M. In the good and fertile ground. 


C. But which is thar good ground , if 


three 
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three parts be ſcattered, one by the way, 


another upon a rock,and a third part falleth * - 


among thorns.? | ; 
M. Even that ground by the way ſide, 
that rock, and that thorny place, when that 


- Spiritual Husbandman ſhall have driven a- 


way the fowls of the air, ſhall have removed * * 
thar rock, and burnt up thoſe thorns. Did * - 
nor - Paul fall. by the way? - did nor Petty 
daſh upon'this rock? and was nor Iattht&uw 
choaked with theſe thorns? yet Pas! be- 
came an lect Veſſel, and the Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles ; Peter the chief Paſtour ro the 
Fewvusa Feeder of Chriſts ſheep and lambs; 
and Mattheuy: both an Apoſtle and an E- 
vangeliſt. Therefore the erifc of ghat fimi- 
lirude was onely to:teath the-ſacceſs and'e- 
vent of that Heavenly Dodtrine : not ro im- 
ply any thing of rhe final condirion of the _ 
Saints or we : akhough we may ga- 
ther from-this  fanilitude , and thoſe - 
things that follow in the-ſame chaprer, thar 
the number of the Ele ſhaltbe the grea- 
rer , becauſe the Paucity hath reſpe&t unto 
the: 7evvs, ofwhom, as we ſhewed before, 


 wereto be gathered ont from all- parts of 


the world, and preſerved as the ſeminary 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt. This alfo-may 
be gathered from- thar moſt plentiful in-" 
creaſe of rhe good ground - (which was the 
Apoſtles and the other DOS? | aa | 

5 om 


- 
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from the grain of Muſtard-ſeed, which al- 


though ir be the leaſt of all ſeeds, when it 


is grown , it is the greateſt among herbs, 
and becometha tree , ſo thar the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the branches 


thereof: Alſo from the leaven,which though 


it be little, yer being hid among many mea- 
fures of meal, it leaveneth the whole lump : 
all which collations and reſemblances do 
lively expreſs the power and energie of the 
Word of God , and are as ſo many Decla- 
rations and Mantfeſtations of the greatneſs 
and largeneſs of the Charch Triumphant; but 
if any man ſhould reply, thar by this fimili 
rude four ſorts of -hearers are demonſtrared 
*- untous 4. Yet were it incenſequenr ro mfer 
from hefſte a Pancity of Believers. Ler us 
can hundred Auditours, ten where- 
of by the devil ſnatching' away the ſeed, be- 
come unprofitable z a ten others fall 
off. by a perſecution ,. ſpring u the 
Ward;Laſtly,tan mote revolt Soria love 
ofriches,now the orhiet ſeventy bring forth 
od fruit, ſome fifty, ſome fixry , fome an 
undred fold, ſome fix hundred fold , and 
by this reaſon do not all things ficly corre- 
{pond, and is not the compariſon firm? 

C: ht will be firmindeed : bar thew the 
divition of ' the hearers are not diftribated 
zngo equal parts. . 

{ £M, Qu Saviour himſelf hath m_—_ - 
| vided 
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vided them, nor commanded any ſuch di- * 
vifion, bur onely faid , thus = thus the / 
feed fell. And whar groſs malignity would 
f it be in us,.to wreſt the words of a merciful 
s Saviour, to a rigid interpretation? For if 
1 this'doth nor ha amongſt us in ording- 
| ry ſowing and husbandry , thar the greater * 


part of the ſeed doth utterly periſh, cerrain- 
ly we muſt not imagine ſo of the Heavenly 
ſced, ſowed ln in our heares by the 
liberal hand of that Spiritual Husbandman. . 

C. Truly Maynard, according to your 
premonition, I judge the Scriptures ſhould 
be interpreted according to the conrext, 
| ſcope, and meaning of the ſpeaker : and 
| what you have anfwered concerning the in- 
rent of our Lord nee Parables, 1 WP 

| prove as proper and genuine. A 
with the Rn of theſe places, I amo 

affe&ted, fitted o and enab ro 

others , that I will onely objett one or rwo, 

nd pabrdeg. the reft , yer are they very 
| few. I come th:w to thac place makes 
moſt men of that malignanr opinion, con- 
cerning the ſalvation of mankiad. 1 mean 
the place which is at the conchifion of the 
two Parables 3 one of the Vine-yard , the 
other of the Marriage of the | Kings Son, 
where it is bo - es moſt clearly faid; 
Many are called, but few are chaſen. 
"MH. You fay right,when you call it a ma- 
lignans 


Tot 
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lignant opinion , I will add an <nvious and 


a dangerous opinion, driving men violent- ' 


ly into deſperation , and ſuch errours they 
might ſoon and eafily avoid, if they would 
obſerve that Law of interpretation which I 


mentioned before 3 for in the Goſpel, if all * 


the ſayings of our LordChriſt were through- 
ly weighed , it would be confeſſed rhat the 
greater part of them had reference ro the 
Fews , for as he himſelf witneſleth , to 
them chiefly was he ſent 3 1 was not ſent 
but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 1ſrae!. 
Sr, Paul alſoin the 15. ro the Roz. ſaith, 
Feſus Chriſt was a Miniſter of "the circumci- 
fon for the truth of God, to confirm the pro- 
miſcs mad: unto the Fathers, Therefore he 


was diligent with all care to perform his 


miniſtery, in calling them, teaching them, 
exhorting them, warning them , healing 
their fick , affetting them with benefits , 
conyincing them with miracles : for all 


which bowels of compaſtion towards them, . 


' they afflited him, reviled him , crucified 
him, killed him , all which things he would 
undergo : firſt, that he. might accompliſh 


kis embaſſage, then that the benefit of his 


death and the plorie of his refurre&ion 
might redound to all nations and people 
thar- ſhould receive with Faith theſe glad 


. ridings of their Salvation. For I do nat 
deny bur the Dottrine of the Son of God - 
rightly. 


| 
| 
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rightly and faithfully ava yt 5 to be the. 
Doctrine of all times, F* places, and per- 
ſons; but this I would, that thoſe Texts 
and ſayings which are accomodated to par. 
ticular perſons, places , and times, ſhould 
not be applied to rhe univerfaliry of men, 
and time. For not all things belong to all 
men afrer one and the ſame manner, as 
they are commanded, and ſpoken to ome: 7 
If you deſire an example, take that of the : 
young man,who defired leave to burie his 
Father , to whom Chriſt anſwereth, Follow 
thou me , and let. the dead burie their dead. * 
Therefore hereafter let none take care to 
ſee their friends well buried; I will not care. 
for the dead when. either the glocie of God, 
or the neceſfity of. the living command my: 
afliſtance. Our Saviour bad them that were 
cured of the Leptofie to ſhew themſelves. 
ro the Prieſts : Therefore muſt they. now. _ 
that are healed of the itch or Leproſiegre- -y 
pair to the Prieſts. ? 5 
I know ſome men from hence would au-, 
thoriſe private Canfefſion, or rather confu-, 
fion,for with ſuch fooliſh,and impions Alle- 
goces hey indeayour to obſcure the Dos. 
ne ofChriſt,ir was an argument A_ 
power , and an evident teſtimonie of 
obedience of Chriſt, ona wry 
ſtroy ,. butto fulfil the Law , fof it Was <x- 
orelly faidinthe Lawxthat che rift ivld 
, e 
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zudge of che leper. The Lord alſo com- 
manded rhe rich Man ro fell all his goods and 
give them to the pooy and to follow him ; that 
faying very much tronbled him and made 
himfad , yer perhaps he afrerwarwards pur 
it in execution. And. if he did not , he 
ought to have done it, in obedience to 
the command of fo good and gratious 4 
Maſter , it will be ſufficient for us to have 
' . fuch a preparation of mihd , that if the 
welfare of our brethren , and the glorie of 
the Lord require it, to part with all things 
yea life it ſelf , but this being a fingu 
mjun&ion , and commanded onely to one 
man, doth not bind the generality of men; 
ſo thar = ſhonld negle& their eſtates , or 
impend-atl their weakh upon the poos, 
any more than rhey are bound to facrifice 
their fons becauſe God commanded Abra- 
bam to ſnch an obedience, and therefore 
becanfe onr Lord faid unto. the  Zers, that 
many are call:d , but few ate choſen, we muſt 
not fenevally exrend arid ſtretch thefe 
words to all rimes and perfons.  . 

C: You mean (if I underſtand you right} 
thar thoſe fayings were meant of the 7ews 
of rhofe times , and ſolely to be appropria- 
ted unto them , of whom many by the Pro- 
her , and afterwards many. were called 
y the Lord himſelf, but few were cloſer, 
namely Apoſtles, Diſciples , and ſome Wo- 
f : men, 


me 
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men, as the Holy Scriptures do witneſs: 
theſe were the hrtle flock ro whom Eluriſt 
did Miniſter that - conſolation int Luke; fay- 
ing, Fear not little flork , for it is the will : 
your Father to give you a Kingdom , this 
that remnant of which Paul in the 11, to 
the Rom. faith, Even fſ# then there is at this 
bime a Remnant , according to the eleftion 
grace ; theſe are that of whom alf 
Iſaiah fpeaketh , Except the Lord of Sabboth - * 
had left us a ſeed , we had been as Sodom,nd 
been made like unto Gomorrha. In all which 
places the ty of the Fews of thoſe 
rimes which ſhoald be faved'is not obſcure- 
7 2. You ae ny meening right, 
M:-You ta meaning ard you 
have very Forres ol thoſe places 
of Scripture. thar do detorc rhar ſay- 
ing of oor Sayiour ſhould obſerve that all 
rhoſe parables int the 20, 27, and 22. Chap- 
ters in Matthewdo contain the reje&on of 


. the 7ews, and the calfing of the' Gentiles. 


In confirmarion of this trot weigh thoſe 
words in the firſt ſimilitade in che 20 Chap- 
rer, they murmmred _—_ the good man 
of the honſe, ſaying, Theſe !aft have wrought 
nt one hour , ana thon haſt made them equat 
unto us , which have born" the burthen ah | 
the heat of the day. And it is matiifeft,chas * 
afeer the refttreRion of Chrift, theſe Zews 
did: make complaints : and when” Pau! _ 
| t 


—— 
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the reſt of the Apoſtles. preached the Go- 
ſpel to them that were without, they held 
it an unjuſt thing , that the Gentz/es ſhould 


- be made equal tothem , the ancient, and 


Holy- people of God : this is plain ro be 
ſeen both-in the 4s of the Apoſtles, 
and alſo in the Epiſtle ro the Romanes. In 
the.ſame parable alſo theſe words, Take what 


# thine, and go thy way, doclearlyimply. 
the rejeRtion of the Zews, and what is more 


manifeſt than that convertible Text ?: Thoſe 
that are laſt ſha'l be firft , and thoſe that ave 


firſt ſhall be laſt. Who(I pray) are thoſe laſt 
made firſt, but the Genties alienated from: 


the Common-wealth of Iſrael , and now 
preferred before the Fews ? and who are 
thoſe firſt made laſt, bur the Zews for a time 
rejeted, . till che fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come in?, Thenalſo thoſe 1/raelzes ſhall be 
ſaved.as we have ſhewed before. Moreover, 
the Parable of the 21 Chapter cannot admit 


- of doubt. 3. and that in the 22- Chapter is ſo 
ſpicuous , that if in the firſt there poſſi: 
ly were any. doubt to be raiſed, yet this | 


would eaſily remove and diſſolve ir , eſpe- 
cially when the ſame ſentence, Many are cal- 
led, few are choſen, is found alfo in the con- 
clufion of that parable. 


the Zews, who can make a queſtion when 
he. obſeryes theſe words ? The wedding. 3s, 
| ready 


_ cl | Now that this fi-; 
nulicude. was, by .our Lord appropriated to 


| 


» @ us. 
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ready but they which were biddin are not wor- 
thy : Go ye therefore into the high wayes , and 
as many as ye ſhall find bid to the marriage. 
This is the fame which our Lord command- 
cd to his Diſciples , Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Goſpel to all creatures. Mark 
the laſt Chapter. This Par! and Barnabas 
reſtifie in the 4A@7s,1t was neceſſarie, that the 
word of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to 
you : but ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge 
your ſelves unwo;thie of everlaſting life, See, 

we turn to the Gentiles ; for ſo hath the Lord 
commanded us. . Now compare this of P4«{ 
with that of our Saviour, and you will fifid 
that one egge is not more like | anothe®. 

Chriſt ſaich , They that were invited were Wt 
wor thi: Panl ſaith, You judge your ſciues wt 
worthiczChriſt ſaith, Go out into the highwaits 
Paul faith, we go out unto the Gentiles, ft 


thus hath the Lord Command:d. Buz let us + 


riſe to dinner , there is an importunare cre- 


ditour muſt alfo have ſome fatisfation. ' | 


That whichremaineth (which indeed is the 


— 


moſt important marter) wawill diferuntd | 


the afrernoon. 


TY ſerenity of the air , my Ce[:145, and 
this pleaſant face of heaven-doe even 
invite us to forſake the houſe. Wirth your 
allowance therefore we will. repair _—_ 

er 
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der ſammer-houſe, and ſpin out our di- 
ſcourſe. 

C. Iris moſt agreeable Maynardus for 1 
prefer the benefir of your converſation be- 
fore all ſublunary contentments. Ir is nvw 
your part to proceed, and as the gravitie 
of the matter doth require, I ſhall lend you 
A very atrentive Ear. 

M. I will proceed,conditionally rhat you 
| . will interpoſe,when you doubt of any rhing 
| ſpoken. 

C- I ſhall moſt willingly. 

M. Then Firſt 1 will declare the firſt riſe 
and beginning of thar opinion concerning 
the paucitie of the Eleft. Secondly , I will 
Prove by plain and ſolid arguments,the am- 
Plitude and Lareeneſs of the CHURCH 
TRIUMPHANT:. Inthebeginning, 
as by the fubrle malice of the Devil,death 
got an enterance into the World ; fo by his 


artifice and emulation, this' envious and _ 
narrow Opinion hath been advanced and 


difleminated 3 for this father of lies , this 
enemy of mankind , faw and collefted by 
indubirable ſigns , that the Church of God 
was eftabliſhed in mercy , as upon an unre- 
moveable foundation : and that by de- 
grees , God would ſettle his heavenly 


Kingdoms which ſhould conſiſt of infigire 


nmttirudes of Citrzens : therefore hath he 


[endeavoured , and doth ſtill contrive by a. 


thou- 
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chonfand deceits, temptations, and treche» 
ries to coarfate , ſtrairen , and preclude 
the paſlage into that kingdom. - Thus by 
crafry enticement he deguiled ous firſt pa- 
rents , and had- not the wiſdom — 
poniney of God intervened , all mankind 
d periſhed in their fall. But no violence, 
no power, no fraudulencie of Hell can nul- 
he the eternal decrees of God. His pury 
pole therefore hath ſtill taken eftet, and 
mn all ages his Church hath been cnlarged © 
according to the predetermination of his 
90d pleafure : nor could the feed of God : 
ſcattered and loſt by all the oppoſirions 
of the Devil. That Anti-God confidereth 
this , —— yr grvapbrgon 
gems: orfiers, ipr 1s opinion. 
of. the ſmall number of the Eleft , and the in» || 
__ multitude of the dawned among thoſe 
t are commonly called rhe wiſer ſort of 
men. From hence came thoſe verſes , 
Ommbus in tirris que ſunt @ Gadibus uſquet - 
Ad Gangen, pauct: dignoſcere poſſunt vera 
bona © ------- Alloy {7x 
 Rari.quappe bows mumere vis ſunt totidens, 
D:10t Thebarum porta, vel duuntis oftia Niu. . 
Another Authour aliofaich ,, The number 
of fools is infinite, theſe words are commor:= 
ly quoted as out of Salomon mhis Eccle- | 
pattes , yet let the Text be rightly wergh- = 
ed;and Cicero maſt own the —_—_—_—_— 4 ; 
t . 
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faith , All things are full of folly. Which - 


ſpeeches : fall from ſuch men who think 
none good, none wiſe , none happy but 
themſclves. Plato in his book to Phedon 
the Philoſopher, is more moderate , for 
he faith , Few men are extreamly good or bad, 
but moſt men are of a midling imquitie : ſo 
| likewiſe the extremities of all things are 
few and rare, as very little or very great, 
my white or very black , very ſwift or ve- 
ry flow, bur the indifferencies , are many 
and frequent.- Now if you compare the 
number of the beſt men with that of the 
tolerably good , this laſt number will infi- 
nitely excced the other. 67 

C. It is even as you ſay. And verily 
this Philoſopher hath ever ſeemed to me 
more: Religious than the reſt. - But rhoſe 
others I raketo be ſuch men , as a. copple 
which: were lately amongſt us, wher-qhey 
met in theſtreet , and had falured one an- 
otherzquorth the one , I tell thee Fohn,there 


are but two honeſt men in all our Citie ; 


and I afſure thee replied the other , I think 
Gcoyge thou art one of them,and truly 70h» 
(faith he) thou arr the orher. > 


24. They. knibbled one another like | 


horſes. --Bur I return to that ſerpenr , who 
by little and little rigled himſelf, -and- in- 
muared iuto the judgement of wiſe men, 
and by ſubtile exrenuarions, and OI 
imi- 
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dimjautions gave them ro underſtand, that 
the mercy of God, and the goodneſs of God 
to mankind , was not ſo great as was ima- 
gined. That God was good and merciful, 
was undenyable truth 3 but withall he was 
juſt, and a moſt ſevere revenger of offences 
and tranſgreflions. Two wayes he deviſed to 
inſtil this perſwaſion;one from witneſſes,an- 
other from fignes and cauſes. His witneſſes 
were thoſe who wreſted the fore-mention- 
ed places of Scripture, which by the ble{- 
ſing of God we have ſo far vindicated , that 
hereafter they will not be able to alledge 
the leaſt matter of moment-4n oppoſicion. * 
His cauſesare the ations and bad deeds of 
men, which that .experienced deceiver. | 
doth-uſe' to. term ſo. And theſe nets he: - 
ſpreadeth with ſuch diligent and cunning + 
artifice , that truely. it is no hard matrer to: 
fall into them, nay ir is a moſt difficult. 
ing 00 gg Cen ES thee Bio vile 
croacheth upon n 3 Wilr- 
thou know, O man the truth of thy falyari- 
on.or damnation,and nor onely of thine bur: 
of all others? Contemplate the inclinations, 
udies, the meditations, the | i 


_ the ations of men, which are the cauſes of. 


eternal happineſs, or eternal miſery 3 if the, { 
ations be good, of ſalvation ; if bad, of. © 
condemnation. Now look about thee, 
judge the trees by their fruits , and ag 
' | 
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wilt eaſily diſcern how few they- are that * 
keep the commandments 3 and obſerve the 
mulrifarious parts of righteouſneſs : how 
ſmall and conremptible namber there is of 
good men , how yaſta multitude of wicked 
men and unjuſt. Wherefore diſpelling - 
doubrs and hefirations thus conclude : 
good works are the inerrable ſigns of Gat 
vation , and wicked. a&ions the infallible 
cauſes of everlaſting defofation , it follows 
by unavoydable conſequence, That ſmall 
i the number of the Eleff, infinite the nium- 
ber of Reprobates. 

, - C. © old Serpent, © hellifh monſter 
compated of malice and deceit! T am 
afraid, too many wile men of this world 
' have been tutord and diſciplined 'by rhis 
Sophiſter , whom I have heard ro 
knic and inrerweave thus their Fallacies 
and Sophiſmes. 
M. Do you donbr 'it? there is nothing 
more ſure than they are ranghtand inftry- 
Hed by him , who' ſeperate themſelves from 
the Communion and fellowſhip of -other 
- Ghriſfians , as if they onely were Religions 


rh. ane gc 
HJ + rare grew veg Ns: > 
would _ 


would now know how to be unintangled 
from theſe fallacies? 
M. Firſt, I would grant all thoſe rhings, 
that God is moſt zuſt, that no man per 
worketh righteouſneſs, or fulfillech the Law 
1 all its requiſites : and therefore that 
nature,or the obſervation of the Command- 
ments, no man is juſtified. Eminent is that 
ſaying , There is none that doth good, no net 
. owe. Alſo Fobn faith, There is none good but. 
God onely. Bur I would remember alſo that 
God the Father,hath transferred all our ini« 
quities, ( which was his goodneſs) and the 
univerſal puniſhment due ro our fins nporr 
the obedience of Chriſt, as 1/aiab reacheth, 
He was wounded. ſor our tranſgreſſions, be 
was bruiſed for our iniquities , the chaſtiſes * 
ment of our peace was upon him, and with bis ©. | 
ſtripes we are healed. All we lake ſheep have 
gone aſtray , and have turned every one t0- bis 
ownway , and the Lord bath 113d on him the 
mquity of 1s all. This alſo the Father him-« 
ſel reſtifierh, ſaying, This is my beloved Sor 
in whom I am well pleaſed. The Son alſo at- 
reſts it, 1 1oy down my life for my ſheep- 
.Then would deny the antecedent of rhe 
connexed words. | 


Iwould anſwer , That good. works are 
nor the cauſes of Salvation , bur che pur-  - 
| ho God , ard his everlaſting mereyin . : 
Jeſus Chriſt, comprehended jt | 


; by faith. 'T 
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would alſo anſwer , that wicked ations are 
not ſimply and abſolutely rhe cauſes of 
damnation , but diffidence, unbelicf, and 
inacy. As the Lord faith in the 16. of 
bn, The ſpirit muſt reprove the world of ſin, 
becauſe they did not believe in bim. As Paul 
alſo fairh , Through wnbelief the branches are. 
broken off, alſo, That God bath ſhut up all men 
under _ » that be might have mercy up- 
o# all, both Zews and Gentiles. And becauſe 
I have faith in God,and embrace his'mercy, 
and am delighted in the Law of the Moſt 
High , though the apperite and vitious na- 
ture of the outward man, refit and gainſay, 
yet I would conclude, Ratheither fon, nor 
Law, nor the powers of Hell ſhould be able 
to condemn .me. As. Paulin many places 
witnefleth: ze believe, fairh he, that mar is 
Juftifged by faith, nit by the works of the Law. 
Dawid likewiſe, in this placeth mans beati- 
tude, when God imputes righteouſneſs to 
him without works : Bleſſed. are they whoſe 
ſons are forgiven , and whoſe iniquaties ave 
blatted out. Bleſſed is that man to whom God. 
| hath not imputed fin. Laſtly, T would con- 
clude, that from the appearance of - works, 
no infallible criterium could be grounded 
of our everlaſting condition, becauſe we are 
not ignorant that thoſe men that have been 
moſt dear to God , -have collapſed and con- 
tinued in moſt preſumprious and wo 
ms, 
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fins, who afrerwards upon repentance,have 
been reſtored to eternal happineſs. There- 
fore we oughtnot to judge raſhlyof the final 
eſtate of © bur leave them to their ma- 
ſter, either to ſtand or fall, Kom: 14- 

C. I approve your anſwer brother May- 
10:dus, for it moſt rationally confures the 
cavils of the adverſaries, and their miſtaken 
expoſirions , and folidly confirmeth our o- 
pinion. And hereafter by the'aftiſtance of 
God, I will thus repel the darts of the de- 
viLand elude the ſubtile arguments of ſome 
men. 

M. The Lord teach thy hands to war that * 
bows of ſteel may be broken by-thine arms, 
Pſal.18. I conceive I have now ſufficiently 
ſhewed the fuſt harching of this barbarons: 
opinion, and all irs ſerpentine turnings and; 
windings. It remains now that we proceed 
ro the confirmation of our moſtſalntiferous 
perſwafion. * 

(. You judge rightly, otherwiſe-you may 
incur the ſame cenſure with La/Fantizs, who 
was faid very ſoundly to:confure- the opi- 
nions of his adverſaries, bot yery weakly-co 
maintain and prove his own aſſertions. Bur 
in my judgement, theſe men ſeem ignoranr 
of the dury of a prudent Oratour,. neither 


| do they fully underſtand the diſpoſure wed 


by La&antias in his Books of Divine inſti- 


(as , 


WO 
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(as Cicero teacheth us ) ro endeavour all he 
can,that thar/part of his Oration which con» 
fiſteth in the refutation of his Opponent, be Þ », 
more firm, compa and pithy , than thar Y 1 
which concerns his own. Defence, to caſt Þ «, 
all our darts againſt him 3 but if our own Þ g: 
aſſertions. be eaſier to be proved, and'Fj p 
his harder to be overthrown, then ir is Þ 6 
an excellent courſe to endeavour to en« Þf xi 
rice and withdraw the minds of men fron F y 
.the oppoſite defence, and to convert:themy } 1, 
ro the favouring of. our own. Which things Þ { 
being true, I ſee no reaſon why ir ſhould be Þ © 
objected againſt him,that he laboured more || i# 
inrefutation, than in proof; for ſachis the 
cauſe of on o Acres it _ nor-be-ſup- Þ ve 

orted by the 1 ity of humane argu-- 
. ii Kc \ſubminiſtrarion: of- reaſon , Tag - 
muſt flouriſh' in rhe embraces of an ative } 1 
Faith. Go ye into all. the world (faith our } þ; 
great Maſter ) and preach the Goſpel toev th 
creature ©: he that believeth and i baptized, }| c< 
ſhall be ſaved , bit he that believeth not fo 
be: danmed. - Paulalſo faith, That a Biſhop 
ſhould be able by ſound Dottrins, both to ex- 

' hort and convince the gainſay'rs, Tit. x. For 
there is no more required, burthe fincere 
and pure word of God, whichto them-thar 
are ordained to eternal beatitude, is more 
fure, firm and infallible, than principles and 

| tons are t0 Geometricians- = 
C- 
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therefore ifany mait hath detected and con-' + 
fured an erroneous opinion , he 'hath well 
performed his - ritidertaking.' I fpeak nor 
this, as though Laff antins had ficr confirms 
ed rrae Religion ; 4s/it wits robe proved 4-' 
gamſt them who were ignorant of the Scri- 
ptures, or defpiſet&rhern. For whenin the 
firſt three Books, he confuted rhe ſyperſti- 
rious erfours of his adverſaries, theme falls 
upon'the proof of Chriſtian METER | 
next three'Books:, 'and int the fevenith he 
ſets down the rfue end/of oor Religion, ! 
ſweetly mvites men roptrſne the reward of 
immortatirie- 

M. What you ſpeak of that Father, is } 
very true, that he was mee ring, won SO 
ſach 'as' denied the auchoriry of the Seri | 
ptures ; neither” did *theyadmit” of Proofy* 
deduced frionirhar anthoricy. Bur wewhs 
have t6/ deal 'with fach men as reverence 
the Sacred Mommentrs of Truth, muſt pro-- 
ceee in'#' different maniicr. I wilt there- 
fore demonſtrate rhe Ampilitutte and Eavge- 
weſt of the” Chicreh Triumphant, from for 
moſt fitth, and/meſt Clear top pL eve ati 
with as Mich brevity ;'25the reafon'of the 
matter will allow. ' Firſt fromthe your of 
God": Secondly, from his wiſdom”: Thirdly, 
fromhis' mercy and paces: ny ty, 
from Divine Teſtimonies. To begit'thett- 
fot with' the fufts+1 ſay; Cetins, that if WE = 
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ſhould grant the Church and Kingdom of 
God to be narrower , or lels ed than 
that miſerable Commonwealth of the de-: 
vil, 1 fear, we ſhould dexogate from:zhe glo+ 
ry. and majeſty of our Creatour and Kings, 
For the power and greatneſs of a King,can- 
ſiſteth not ſo much in wealth and treaſure, 
as in the mulcitude of his people, the large» 
neſs of his territories, the extent of his pro» 
vinces, and the vaſt number of his Subjects. 


who pay him tribure, and are ſubje to his: 


Dommon, How did the people of Rome: 
ſwell to that greatneſs, but by the nwlticude 
of Kingdoms and variety of Nations which 
they ſubdued, and governed ? from hence 


they were ſtiled che powerful Fomares, and. 


Lords of the world. From hence their Se- 
nate was called the Haven of Nations ,. the 
Refuge of. Kmgs.' For what is. greatneſs, bur 
an abundance of power and majeſty ? and 
what is power bur a facultie of prore&ting 
others , defending themſelves, and a deli- 
verance of the oppreſſed from the poſleſ- 
fion of ag enemy ? -but if the enemy of God 
and man be better provided of ſubjects, 
than the King of Heaven , he is then more 
powerfull, and his greatneſs more wonder- 
ful. Bur who-was ever fo prodigiouſly wic- 
ked as to affirm the devil to be more pow- 
erful chan God ? the work, than the work- 
man ? the baſcſt ſervant, than hs maſk, 
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wealthy Lord ? wherefore doth the Lord of 
Heaven delight himfelf in theſe Titles, King 
of kings, Lord of lords, the Mighty God, the 
_ of Hoſts , Strong in batiel; and the 
like ? 

Cc. Although the current of your dif- 
courſe doth very much affe&t me 3 nor do [ 
willingly hinder ir ; yer I cannot forbear 
for a while ro ſtop ir. Some man mighr here 
fay,this alſo is a great argument of the pow- 
er of the King of Heaven , in rhat he hath 
deſtinared the major part of mankind (who 
were all his enemies) to everlaſting baniſh- 
ment. 

AM. This might be alledged of ſome Ty- 
rant , who leaves no means 'unatrempted, 
cither through juſtice or opprefiion , roen- 
large his Empire 3 and ſuch a Tyrant is that 
old adverſary the devil. ' Burt to aftirm thes 
of our Heavenly King, who'is our moſt law- 
ful Soveraign, our common Father , who 
made us, and hath taken an eyerlaſting care 
to preſerve us, were moſt injurious, ſcanda- 
lous,and blaſphemous, Neither is that any 
right demonſtration of power, that a Prince 
deſtroyerh the greater part of his people, 
bur on the contrary it is an invincible evi- 
dence of power, when the greater number 
are by him preſerved. For the clearer un- 
derſtandiag of this : | Suppoſe two Princes, 
one whereof without all Law or provoca- 
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_ red, where there is neither debt nor merit, 


tion, fave thar of his own exorbitant will, 
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ſought the rvine of his people , and bent 
all his intentions to deſtroy them : the & 
ther uſed all induſtry , care, and diligence 
(though they were ungrateful ) to preſerve 
chem , ſhould nor the greateſt power be 
judged to be in him the ProteRtor ? 

C. Yes indeed. | 

AM. Whar if he preferved- bur a greater 
part, would you ſuppoſe him to. be a more 
powerful Prince chan the ocher? 

C. Why not? Truly borh the morg 
owerful, and alfo the more merciful; for if 
e could have faved all , he would have f@ 

ved all. 

M. I do-not think fo, where then is his 
juſtice ? for withour ir, chere can be no ex» 
Exciſe of virtne, for the puniſhment of, and 
bis ſeverity unro a few,doth exalt and mag» 
nific his clemency to the reſt. 

C. Iconfels it , but we muſt be circum- 
ſpett , leaſt whileſt we praiſe his clemeney, 
and augment his power, we diminiſh his ju- 
ftice. © Bur if rheſe attributes be equalin 
God, then the number of the bleſſed, and 
the number alſo of the damned are equal. 

A. Such an equality is not to be requi- 


here onely the true bounty, the free mercy 
of God are diſcerned : for God oweth to no | 
man, and.it is lawful for him to do wharhe 


Y lca- 
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pleaſeth wich his own creature, rhe work'of © 
his own hands, and faſhioned for his glory 
unleſ's that the naruge ofall men, eſpecially 
thar of a Prince, ſhould be more propente 
to clemency and pardon , than a&#ditted to 
puniſhment and revenge : as God himſelf 
witneſſeth of himſelf, ſaying , 77e Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful as long- frffv- 
ing, and abundant in goaaneſs a1 truth. Now 
no motiye is fo prevalent, as the promiſe of 
ſalvation , to win ſouls to-God 3 - nothing is 
ſo magnificenr, ſo princelike , - ſo highly li- 
beral, as to ſuccour the afffited, to pardon 
the ſuppliant, and ro deliver men from dan- 
gers : onthe contrary, nothing is more ab- 
ze, vile; and deformed, than to make the 
higheſt ernelty to cohabire with'the grear- 


lt power: .- 

(+ If God bweth nothing roman, why *% 
it ſaid inthe 20% of Malthew, that the Ma- 
ſter of the houſe bid his Steward call the 
labourers, and give to every one their hire? 
Alſo our Lord Chriſt faith ro rhofe that faf- 
fer reproach and perſecutio: for his Names 
ſake , R:joyce and be cxalted In joy, for'l ſay © 
ute you, er:4 is your reward im Heaven. 

AM.. Our Lord out of his meer goodnes 
and benigniry , callerh that a reward or re- 

ce, which is the cffe& of his own li- 
berality , and this by the ſequel of thar pa- 
rable is manifeſt ; The good. man of the 

Q.4 _ - houe. 


houſe went out to ſeek labourers , nor they 
ro ſeek him , as he faith in Iſatab, 1 am 
found of them that did not ſeth me , I was 
made maniſeſt to them that asked not after me. 
He calleth them, he hireth them, he ſend- 
eth them, he ſendeth for them, and he pay- 
eth them. Some acknowledge the good- 
neſs of the Maſter,and murmure not; others 
complain , uſing many objurgarions, taxe 
him of unjuſtice, and boaſt rheir own works 
and day-labours , all theſe the Lord thus 
fatisfiech, Friend, 1do thee no wrong, didft 
thou n0t agree with me. for a penny? take what 
zs thinr, an1 be gon?, I will g:v2 unto this lat 
even as untothee, is it not lawful to do what 
I will with mine own ? ait thou envious be- 
eauſe I am good and (ib:ral ? Wharl pray 
thee, do all theſe things impart bur the 
bounty of the Maſter of thehouſe ? which 
i3 moſt plainly proved by thoſe words, that 
it was lawful for him ito do with his own, as 
| b:{t pleaſed, him. For he now calleth thoſe 
things his, which before he called by the 
name of a hire, that we might underſtand 
his wonderful goodneſs, for he adorneth his 
own gifrs with the name of a reward , that 
he might cheriſh and rowſe up our ſluggiſh 
natures to the lively performance of our 
duties. For otherwiſe , hath not the Lord 
ſtampr it as'a Law, ſaying , 7 hen you have 
kept all the Commindinents, ſay of your ſelves, 
Tok 
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Tow are but unprofitable ſtruants , for Jou 
bave p:rformed but your duty. 

Cc. Whatis there intended by the word 
penny ? 

M. The Ln ſignifierh the Covenanc 
which he hath made with us, a us 
life or death, honour or ignominy , felicity 
or miſery. All theſe things, Life, Honour, 
Felicity, are by his Fatherly indolgence 
promiſed to them that do nor attribute 
them to their own works or merit, but to 
the proud, and ſach as boaſt of their own 
works (as did the 7ews ) or thoſe that de- 
ſpaire of the loving kindneſs of God ; no- 
thing is due bur reproach and confuſion. 
For as Paul ſaith , The wages of ſin is death, 
but the gift of God us everlaſting life through 
Peſts {haſt our Lord. 

C. Canlife and death then be called a re- 
compence or reward ? 

M. Yea, life in reference to the promiſe, 
death inreſpett of fin may be-ſo called: For 
reward beareth an indifferent fignification, 
and is appliable in good and bad things, to 
$005 bad men-. Of bad men and vain- 

ers, the Lord faith, They have-received 
their. reward. And this is the ſame which, 
the good-man of the houſe faith, Teke what . 
# thine, and be gone. Peter alſo faich , That 
the wicked find the reward of their unrighte- 
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. » C. I now plainly perceive that the Db» 
Arine which you raiſed from thar Parablein 
our morning diſcourſe , is properly to be 
underſtood of. the calling of the Fews 3 if 

you pleaſe therefore puriue your purpoſe. 

24. My purpoſewas to declare the infi- 
nit power of God; by. which wemighr con- 
jeRure of the largeneſs of his Church and 
Kingdom- For if the Majeſty of a King is 
beſt conſpicuons in the abundance of rich- 
es, itt the multirude of people, and a great 
number of Kingdoms; Provinces and Nati- 
ons, we muſt neceſfarily conclude, That rhe 

Kingdom of God, who onely can be true 
faid ro be powerful , grear, and wonderful, 
is much bigger than that tyranny of the 
devil. For I will never call that Prince 
great, who hath a great multitude of ene- 

' mics, _ but I'will rerm (him. powerful ,. to 
whom many pay. fubje&ion 3. and in-this I. 
have: Se/omds on- my fide ; In the multitude 
of the prope (faith he) is the Kings honour, 
but # the ſcarcity of men is the deſtruttion of 
4 Princes; eat: 4 
..C- This cannot be denyed , when thoſe 
things-:are-. ated, ont - perfons and 
this: but when I canfider them more riear- 
ly, and look-tpon' theft in the lives and c- 

ms of men; I. confeſs I am puzled what 
to:think, for do'\-you not ſee. that Saran 
doth poſſeſs the greateſt part of the __ | 
F.5 3 + Sh which : 
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falvarieh- Now' obſerve- with what mex- 
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which as 7obn faith , #5 ebuered with evil: 
therefore not withour cauſe is the devil cal- :; 
led The Prince of this world, and lord thercof. © 

M. What my C ®L1U$s? Knowyou * 
not that Zobn faith ,, Fudge not according to * 
appearqnie , but” judge righteous judgement ? 
do you forget whit og confeſs in the Sym- -: 
bole of your Relief, when you fay ; 7 be- 
lieve th: Holy { atholjch Church, which is the *' 
Communiog” of Sgints 5 which had it been, - + 
ſubjefted to ſenſe , had nor been pur into- +. 
our Confeſſion, which conſiſterh ſimply and * 7: 
abſolutly of che objeAs of onr Faich. Let 
ir not therefore moye thee that this Ring- 
dom of Chriſt , #his Commonwealch of the  * 
Sainrs 4s not yifible £ rhe eye 5* for itis | 
better believed and cqmprehended in the 7 
mind, than difcetned þy the ſenſe. ; 

C. Þat ſeging it conſiſts of men, what is" 
che reaſon is ſhi inviſible? © © , 

Ele ty E ee 
of his Kigz4om, « eth irom-theec 

of humne reaſgn.,, or the Merhods of that _ 
ola bexpiter- And here riow we may con- 
aplate the wonderful and admirable wiſ- 
doh of God. The devil filleth all places 
with fin, death, and deſolation : "God diſpo- 
ſeth all yfiings in juſtifFe; life aid healthful 


preffiple att God dorhthis to deceive that 
Deceiver. Under fin he covereth Ti 
: ” a 
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der death life , under condemnation falvgs 
tion, under infirmitie ſtrengrh , under folly 
_ wiſdom. From hence it is ſaid that all che 
World is overſpread with evil :from hence 
Satan is ſaid to be the Prince of this world, 
becauſe he ſeemeth to govern all things ac- 
cording to his own ſenſualitie as though 
there were no providence, bur it is not 10, 
by no means ſo the true and legitimate 
Prince is he to whom the Father ſaid, P/c 2.' 
Ash of me,and 1 will give thee the nations for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of 
the earth for thy poſſeſſion. He is the true 
Lord who conquering death , and the Au- 


thour of death faich in the 28 of Matth. All. 
power is given to me both in heaven and in" 


eatth. 


.C. You. have proved theſe things very . 


fully,and the marrer is ſtrengthened by the 
nature and definition of fairh , for faith is 
defined [by the Divines to be a firm com- 
prehending of thoſe things in the under- 
ſtanding which are nor ſeen. 

M. 1 rejoyce that you have ſo well pro- 
fired by our diſcourſe, that you canafiiſt rhe 
cauſe I maintain. But to make it yer more 
clear unto. you I willpropound a fimili- 


tnde : We are in this. life as in:a'Cirie,, * 


- which of right belongeth to ſome good 

Prince ; but this Citie is uſurped'and op- 

preſſed by a certain Tyrant with ſevere 
| | bondage ; 


Church Triumphant." 77 
bondage: as for example Pharaoh oppreſ- 
ſed the 1/raelttes in that memorable calami- 
ty: now if _ enter this Citie and ob- 
ſerve the C s of it, he will fay it dif- 
fers very little from that of __ 
with outward ance and ſeeming wil- 
lingneſs followeth and obeyerh the Tyrant; 
but inwardly conſenteth with the true and 
lawful Lord : and although rhey can con- 
tribute nothing elle , yet and wiſh 
for him,expe& him,and | the burthen 
of their ſervitude : and when he ſhall come 
with power to chaſe and ſubdue the ene- 
my-, and to reſtore the Citie ro freedom,  ' 
thenthe Tyrant ſhall feel of what force the 2 
Faich ayd Love of this people is to their 
Lawful and mercifal Prince, for in ſtead of  : 
many Subjedts , he ſhall then find many * 


Enemies , for that old ſaying is a true ones  : 


He that bath many - ſervants hath many Ene- 
mes. What? are we not all Subject and 
mancipated to ſin even againſt our wills? . * 
Fitly therefore may we fay with-Pawl; with 


_ the mind 1 ſerve the Law of God , but with 


ny body 1 am-Subjett to the dominion of ſon.” 
Add alfo,that many men commit many. er- 
rours rough ignorance, and thoſe - will 
admir excuſe and pardon , for a difference 
muſt be put between fins of weakneſs, and 
fins of malice and preſumption... But when 
or King Chriſt. Jeſus accompanied mth 

| . might 
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' mightand Majeſty ſhall come to fight thi 
laſt batrel wich the Devil,then that infinite 
multitude of the Ele& , that innumerable 
company of celeſtial Citizens ſhall appear. 
Now they are not diſcernable, becauſe as. 
(I have faid) either through force or ign6- 
rance they ate compelled to wear the Ty- 
rants coloors. In the mean time,till the ex- 
peRation of that time be ſarisfied, our pru- 
dent and abuiidantly wiſe Prince hath ſome 
ſecret and clandeſtine conferences with 
them, heartens then and comforts them; 
and bids them continue faithful to him, 
and he will accept this their defire of hin, 
this Faith for perfe& obedience.* And al- 
though he can deliver us, he delayeth it, 
fuffers ns to undergo the Diſcipline of afftt- 
ions, to Kindle in us a greater defire of 
his coming. Theſe are the Divine ſtrata- 
genis,the royal arts, which do deceive borh 
the narrow judgement of men , and- alſo 
 <ludethedecens and ſnares of the Devil; 
for who would fay that inſ6 many fins there 
ſhould be any righreonſneſs ? in ſuch a 
perturbation ,. fucha triflutuation of mi- 
ſeries any quiet reſt of peace? in ſo mnch 
folly -atiy yiſdom?' in {6'much Tervitiide 
any liberry ? or -ift ſo” many dangers any | 
fafety ? who would eyer have thought the 
thief ('who- was even buried alive in all 
wickedneſs , ard brought to be — 
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for his notorious and flagitions offerices) 


had been one of the Sons of God, and of _ 


the number of the Ele? On the other fide, 
who would have imagined that Zudas 1/cri- 
7i0t choſen to the Honour: of an - Apoſtle- 
ſhip, and' daily -and hourly a continaal . 
hearer of Divine truth , and heavenly wi{- 
dom , ſhould riot have been''a Citizen of 
Heaven : O the 4 of the riches of the 
wiſdom and knowledge of God'! how un- 
ſearchable are his jadgements and his waies 
paſt finding ont ?- Here is the new Art,here 
are new reaſons of heavenly adminiſtration; 
this is the myſtefious way of God alone, 
who onely is wiſe, powerful. and good. 
Great is olly Lord and of great power his un- 
derftanding is infinite. Pal 147. 

C. B this way of judging according to 
the ſhallow judgement of man, I ſyppoſe 
Elias was deteived ;' when he- rhade his 
cothplaine rhar He onely war left of all 


thoſe that did worfhiip'God t but- whar-att- 
ſwered the oracle/'of God to: him? 7 þ 
reſerved to my ſelf ſ+ven thiuſaxd men , he 


have not bowed the hnve th Badl.' Rom-1t. 
At You gies right; and Fin oneplace, 
in one natiorr,there were ſo'maily (atwngh 
ro a definite number be here pat for -aniit-- 
finite” muſcicude) #nd thoſe inknown w 
grearet Prophet , hew thany may We 
e Fs od been , atid now'to be, th 7 
whole World ? C. Ve- 
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Cc. Verily I think 'an innumerable cons 
pany. : | 

M. Let us then believe that this our 

heavenly King, is able and knoweth how rg 

purchaſe to himſelf a greater kingdom, than 

the Enemy who hath neither wiſdom nor 


r. 
C. But upon what: reaſon do you refuſe 


the aſcription of wiſdom and power to the. 


Enemy, when it ſeems repugnant to his 
name to deny him thoſe attributes ? for you 
may call ro mind they were termed Demo» 


nes or evil Spirits, from their great power or 
wiſdom by many of the Ancients , for Pl4- 


to who followed Heſiod and other Poets, 
doth conceive them to becalled Demones 


| quaſs Daimones 5 which ſignifieth prudent - 
F- or intelligent- 


I am not ignorant,that ſome of the Gre- 
cans have derived the word from druayu, 
har is to terrifie or make afraid , becauſe 
Arength armed with malice 'is a terrible 
thing. But as concerning their power,their 
opinjon who derive the word from the He- 
brew-liketh 'me beſt , for there are many 
Greek words deduced from the Hebrew 
tongue. - The Hebrews term both Gods and 
Devils - Schadaim and the more ancient 
Gracians leaving out the firſt conſonant of 
the word , and reading without prickt= 
vowels, made it D4im , then Daimones,. for 


— 
Fa 
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both the Grecians and the Latines of elder 
times pronounced their dipthongues with 
diſtin yowels and nor confuſedly as we 
uſe to do, now this word ſignifieth ſtrength, 
fortitude, and power. And albeit Schada- 
im be one of the names of our omnipo- 
tent God, yet as Elohim the proper appel- 
lation of the mighty Lord , is communi- 
cated. to great Princes and Porentares , ſo 
the word Schadaim is promiſcuouſly attri- 
buted to Spirits good and bad,for alrhough 
there be but one omniporent Lord God, 
yet Paul calleth the Devils zoouorpd exs, 
that is the worldly Princes. 

AM. You have diſcourſed Celins , very 
learnedly of the appellation of the word, 
neither will I labour to urge any thing in 
contradition of it 3 for it ſtrongly argueth 
their power in that they are of a ſenſible 
and-an indefatigable narure : beſides the 
uſe and experience of -infinice buſineſs and 
occurrences , muſt needs inſtrat them 
wich an unſpeakable knowledge; for Anti- 
quirie and lengrh of dayes joined with ob- 
ſervation,muſt needs bring forth incredible 
effefts , but as there are two ſorrs of wit- 
dom one Heavenly and Holy , another that 
deſcendeth not from above , but is carthly, 
ſenſudaty Deviliſh, Fames the 3. ſo likewiſe 
there are two ſorrs of power. For as the 
laſt is not properly fortirude but | 

Se, not 


E 


| 82 ofthe Largeneſs of the 


not power but impotence, and violence ;{f0 


that is nor ſtriftly and truly to be termed | | 


wiſdom , bur malice 3 that .is a crafry and 
deceitful ſubtilety ro work miſchief : for as 
upon an approch of danger , if the mind be 
egged on by irs own concupiſcence and ir- 
regular deſires, and not by confideration 
of the publick good , this arrempt is rather 
a. vitious audaciry than a warrantable va- 

Jour : fo knowledge without chariry , and 
prudence without Juſtice, is malice and 
ſubdolous fraudulencie (as Plato ſaith) not 
wiſdom. Therefore when the all power- 
ful wiſdom of God doth fruſtrate and eva- 
cuate the wiles of Satan, tis an _— 
prietie to ſay that the wiſdom of God 
overcome the wiſdom of the Devil;zbur ra- 
ther that his malice is ſubdued by wiſdom. 
Alſo when we ſpeak of the power of the 
Enemy , we ſhould ſay, that andacitie is 
nelled by valour', fury is vanquiſhed by 
ortitude , and raſhneſs diſappointed by 
counſel. 

C. Nothing can be more truly ſpoken. 


M. Having therefore fpoken of che power 


and wiſdom of our omnipotent God, how 
ſhall we fpeak of the goodneſs , mercy and 
clemency of our molt indulgent and long 
ſuffering Father ? So incomprehenſible is 
his mercy,thar like an exuberant river, nay 
a boundles Ocean, it diffuſeth ir ſelf and 


> [C-. x 


— 
—. 


Church Ti rinmphant. 83 M 


refreſheth all the corners of the earch. * 
Here I am ſtruck dumb , and aſtoniſhed ar 


F the wonderful plenty of conſiderations that 


roul and flow in upon me ; ſearch the Scri- 
prures and we find him not ſo wealthy in 
any thing as in mercy 3 he chiefly delights 
hinifelfin the publicatien, the ircration,the 
exaltation of his mercy z he diſcloſerh him- 
ſelf, expreſlech himſelf, manifeſteth him- 
ſelf, and communicaterh himſelf in mercy. 


David faith Plalm 33. The carth' is full of -- 


the goodnefi of the Lord , and in another 
place,the Lord is endued with plentiful mercy, 
and under the aw of his wings ail people 
have ſafety. 1f 1 reckon up the reſtimonies 
of the Apoſtles afid Evangeliſts, 1 find nor 
a word in them but merh the 
of ow God? Let Pau! ſpeak for the 
who himſelffound ſo mercy- Epbeſ.2, 
And you hath be quickaed who were dead tn 
ſons and treſpaſſes , where in time paſt ye | 
walked according to the courſi of this world, -; 
according to the power of the Pronce of the att, 
ihe Spirit that now worketh in the children |} 
of difobedienre 2 among whom” we alſo had 7 
our converſation in times paſt i# the !ufts of 
our fleſh, fulfilling the deſires pf the fleſh, 
and of the mind , and were bynature the chil- 
dren of wrath , even as others : but God who 
is rich in mercy , for bis great love where- 
with he loved us , even when we weve dead 
| in 


mm ſias bath quickned us together with Chriſt 
(by grace ye are ſaved ) and hath raiſed us up 
tog:ther , and made us ſit together im heavens 
ly places in Chriſt Feſus : that m the ages to 
come he might ſhew the exceeding riches of hit 
grace, in his kindneſs towards us in (hbrift 
Feſus : for by grace are ye ſaved , through ſaith 
and that wot of your ſelves : it is the gift of 
God : not of works leaſt any man ſhould boaſt. 
For we are bis workmanſhip created in Chriſt 
Feſus unto good works , which God hath be- 
fore ordained that we ſhould walk in the, 
Here we may behold , with what magnifi- 
cence of expreflion the Apoſtle doth di- 
valge, and depredicate the goodneſs and 
"mercy of God, and how we mult diſclaime 
and abandon all our own works and merits, 
by a ſtedfaſt adheſion unto, and a ſure de- 
pendance upon the eternal Love of God 
untous in Chriſt Jeſus. But how is God fa- 
mous over all the world for his mercy , and 
eminent for the riches of his goodnes in the 


falvationof a few, and the damnation of * 


the reſt ? 

C. Wonderful things I confeſs are re- 
vealed unto us of the mercy of God in the 
Holy Scripcures: yer ſome men are not 
backward toſay, that his mercy is ascon- 
ſpicuous in the Salvation of one individual 
Soul, as inthe preſervation of a thouſand 
millions: becauſe to that Soul which hy” in- 

nite 
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finite mercy of God hath/ delivered from 
death eternal , rhere was due an infinice 
puniſhment for infinite tranſgreſſions. ' 

M. Theſe are the inventions and vain 
imaginations of men , -whichare too much 
accuſtomed ro meaſure things Divine b 
the rule of humane judgement Snppoſe 
there were in this Citie ſome __ _—_ 
ing wealthy , and abounding wi I 
0 —— bleſſings : ſuppoſe,I ſay, that he 
ſhould ſhare his munificence to ſome few, 
nay beftow all his wealch upon them , lea- 
ving abundance of other Citizens inan ab 
jet, wanting, and contemptible condition 
would you think this man as truely liberal, 
as if he had made an equal diſtribution /of 
all his eſtate among all rhe Cirizens ? 

C. By no means, bar extreamly cruel, 
and a homicide, for Seneca faid very truely, 
He that ſteth a man in miſtrie , #5 able to ſut- 
cour him , and refuſtth , that man ſlayeth. 
and murthereth him. But to fay ſo of God: 
were horrid impiety , becauſe it is Lawfull 
for him'ro do what pleaſeth him, for his 
will is the perfet reaſon of his works. 

A. But doe you not remember the old 
ſaying,thart good is of a communicable na- 
rure, and that the more it is ſpread and dif- 
fuſed ſtill the more good it is? 

C. I have often heard it , and alwayes 


wok ir for a.rag of Philoſophy.. 


js 
Ls 
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AM. Oh brother Celixs it is Divine 3 i 
good and true are convertible rerms , and 
of whoſoever predieated whether of Moſt 
or Cicero, Paul or Plate, yer they flow from 
God whoſe nature and effence is good and 
true, and becauſe as you ſaid, whatſoeyet 
he willeth is good and juſt : and tharir pleas 


ſerthim to be called rich in merey', ces 


tainly' this muſt appear in the glorions (Wk 
vation 'of many men : e why doth 
Devidfing out, the earth vs full of \the ment 
eres of God; and why is he called the Father 
of mercies and the Gol of all conſolation 7" Q 
- the blind envy of ſome men that would 
abridge,contra& and engrofs this goodneſs 


to ſome few perſons !'O the ingratitude of 
| . Others that indeayour to'traduce- arid' cs 


lamniate the benignity of God! ,"as if he 
were ſome Tyrant or mercileſs deſtroyer 
Some perhaps are ſtill diffident and require 
an indubitable fign that may remove ant 
baniſh all hefitation, behold the greateſt 

ledge , the firmeſt ſecurity} even: Chrift 
Fiſh: theſon of God', npon'whoſe Evthing 
God ſerforth a'Declatarion of MSEove', for 
him bath be ſert' into the wo#d, "and npon 
bim hath he caft'the burthent of all or miqui- 


ties , Iſaiah the 53. and again”, behold the 
Lord ſhall giveyou a fien, a Virgin ſhilF con! 


cerue' and* bear a Son, and bis name ſhat be 
called Emanuet:. This is*latfiph wy 
rea 


Q — = 
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read of in the 12. of Matthew , Anevil and 
an adulterou generation ſeeketh a ſign, but no 
ſign ſhall be given them, ſave onely that of the 
Prophet Fonas, towirt, the deathof clirift , and 
his riſsng again the third day. Whar greater 
ſignificancy of love could'the Lord exhibir 
to miſerable mankind, rhan-ro fend his Sow, 
his onely. Son , to' be the reconciliation 
for our tranſgreſſions ? or who now car 
ſcruple' the amplirnde', the immentity- of | 
this goodneſs, this Love, this mercy ? - how 
ſhall we be able with-rhe Saints-ro- know 
and comprehend:-rhe height, the depth;the 
length, the breadth of thismercy? it is ne- 
ceſſarie that the' Love: of ' Chriſt be: the 
greateſt of all: other, -noronely: inreſpet 
of the magnirude , bur- alſo the multirude 
of ſinners, - otherwiſe we ſhould” diſfobe 
and denudate it of its- pr dimenſions, 
and who now will be fo raſhly bold: ro fay, 
thar the benefit of ſo.much love , and” fo 
great- goodneſs, ſhould! be confined ro- a 
paucity of men ? for my part, I'thinkno man 
can harbowr ſuch athogght. withour a'guilt 
of ſacritedge : whar?” did he nor deliver the- 
greater part of: the world from cheir wies 
kednefles,when he prayed unco his: Father 
upon:the Croſs to: forgive thoſe Zews and-. 
Aliens' which were the” complotters and 
contrivers of his death?” Father, faith he; 
forgraetbems-for they khmow a Ie 


88 of the Largeneſs of the © 


and he ſaid rightly. they know nor what 
they doe 3 for bad they known faith Paul thy 
bad never crucified the Lord of life. 1.Cor.% 
Now if Princes, Magiſtrates, and many 0+ 
thers, as Peter witnefſerh in the 3. of the 
Afs,killed him through imprudence; 

ſhall we think of all the world beſide ? of 
them that had, and have at this day juſt 
cauſes of invincible ignorance ? Shall we 
exclude: all theſe from the kingdom of 
God ? We cannot certainly if we diligently: 
aongmmguare the nature and goodneſs of 
God ; if we think upon the clemency of out 
Lord Chriſt , and what he required of us: 
for he prayeth for all them thar finned 
through imprudence and infirmity. Nei- 


I . ther did he pray in vain. . Paul who at firſt, 


was a perſecutour and a contumelious fin-: 
ner, faith , Notwithſtanding that he obtained 
mercy becauſe he did it ignorantly,in unbelief, 
And then he addeth , This zs a fatthfull ſay 
ing,and worthie of all acceptation , that Chriſt 
Tefvus came into the world to ſave ſinners, of 
which 1 am Chief, Howbeit, for this cauſe 1 
obtained mercy , that to me fir# Feſus Chriſt 


might ſhew forth all long-/uffering , for « pa- © 


tern to them which ſhould beyeafter believe on 
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him to life everlaſting. And did not God de- "Þ 


monſtrate this before to Zonas ? Who was © 
grieved that he would fpare Nimnveh, and WP 
ecſtroy his Gourd that did ſhed Cy 3 
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the violence of the heat : therefore Ged 
faich unto him, And baſt thou pitty on the 
Gourd, for which thou haft not labourcd, nti- 
ther madeſt it grow , which ſprang up in one © 
night, and periſh:d m one night : and ſhould 
not I ſpare Nineveh that great City , whereig 
are more than fixſtore thouſand perſons the: 
cannot aifcern between their right hand and 
their left haid, and alſo much'catel ? Rere 
we plainly ſee rhe moſt benign and merci- 
ful God doth ſpare a multitude, and averc 
the preſent puniſhment of his ſeyerity, be- 
hon of their ignorance. And ſhall we ima- 
vine that he, who retnitteth a t al 
judgement, becauſe of unadviſed aftions, 
and involuntary fins ,* will infli& an eternal 
molt ? or that he judgeth the death of the 
body, to be greater than the defrution of 
the ſonl? Ignorance doubtleſs hath ſome 
excuſe , eſpecially if*it be nor tdinted with 
fraud or malice. ae” 

C. This indeed is not denied, yet they 
fay that Chriſt died indeed for all meritori- 
ouſly , bur, for a few onely effettually : be- 
caule few onely do expe that advantage 


Jand benefit of Salvation by his death, and 


rery few are found worthy of that incom- 
parable treaſure of his farisfaftion. There- 
fore he is not blame-worthy, who offered 
imſclf liberally for all men,bur hey are ta. 


THe condemned, who refuſed this propitia- 
"TM 2. Oh 


Mon, 
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M. Oh how mavy errours are contained f p; 
in thote ſew words ! for as E p.c/4u6, thar be Þ C 
might not offend the A4therrans , aurwardy | 
acknowledged a God, but. in judgement d&- | n 
nied him 3 fo theſe men- in words confels | of 
the death of Chriſt, but deny the power of I 1 
ir. For when the Epicureans durit not de; ff tþ 
ny the Gods, yet they denied a Providence Þ a; 
which is infeparably. conjayned. tothe na tt 
ture of God ,, aud: ſo.by, couſequence they} o 
denied God, bur more modeſtly and .cq 
yertly : and are not theſe men guilty of the # py 
fame prevarication ? They teach that Chriſt Þ © 
died forall men,and affirm ar the ſame timeY N 
that the benefit. of his death doth concen 
very few men; What is this but ro deny theft by 


victue of his paſlion , the glory of his Ode: 0 


dience? ta fay thar men can aboliſh rheſl a1 
energy, force, and cffe> of his divine love! a; 
St, Paul faith far otherwiſe , when with all » 
mach gravity and melliftuous plenty , hefl 
doth aver that no. force 35 able to ſeparate wh (( 
from the love of God , which be hath manifell ex 
fted unto us in Chriſt Feiſs. who ſhall layani 1; 
thing to the charge of Gods Elet ? t 8 G 
that juftifeth , who i be that condenmeth ff 1, 
it is (brift that died, yta rather that zs riſin aff in 
gain, who is even. at the yight band. of GodSh ti, 
who &. {0 maketh intercegiow for us. Who ball pr 
then ſeparate us fram the love in chriflÞ to 
le 


Rom.8. Me thinks they that are ſo pere 
« | PtC ' 
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ptory in the defence of that Qpinion thet 
Chriſts bloudwas ſprinkled onlyupon a few, 
do much reſemble that man-who made 2 

moſt magnificent feaſt, fit in the preparation 
of it ro entertain a wholeCiry,bus when the 

gueſts came to ſir down that were wvited, 
there appeared ouely a very thin number, 

and might not a man demand,wherefore all 

this preparation ? mountains. are delivered 

of a muſe. 

C- Who will deny this? for to what pur- 
pole ſhould he prepare many things with 
oſtentarion., which he did not mrend to di- 
ſtribure? | 

M. But far otherwiſe doth our Lord deal 
by us, for when ſome had refuſed to came 

to his Supper, L«k# 14. Goowt, faich he (ro 

a ſervant) mb the ſtreets and lanes of the city, 

and bring in bither the poor , and the lame, the 

maimed, the halt , and the blind , aud when 

this ws dong, and yet roam mas remaining, Go ' 
(faith the Lord) ito the high-ways andbedg-. 
es , and. compel them to came.1n , that my houſe 

may be full. / 

Cc. Oh the wonderful benignity of the 
Lord ! ro-whom. it ſeemeth- note a 
invite onely-, but to compel men rea fruj- 
tion of his plenty- Buthow doth he com- 
pel men ?. for this phraſe aay-ſound harſh . 
ro ſome ears-,. eſpecially feeing_ ous Lord 
ſeemeth.to be of a hee Opinion, fay- 
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g2 Of the Largeneſs of the 
ing , The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth v10 
lence, and is taken by violence. 
M. Firſt, we may call them violent, who 
deny themſelyes in the brideling of their ap- 
petives , and moderating their ſenſualities, 


who oppoſe the adtiviry of Faith againſt the. 


wit of reaſon, and prefer the Kingdom of 
God, before all the fugitive pleaſures of all 
the kingdoms of this world. He that will 
follow me, faith the King himſelf, /et him de- 
ny himſelf, ( this is that holy violence ) Let 
him take up his croſs and follow me. For the 
Kingdom cf God u not overcome by any man 
but by him who hath firſt overcome himſelf. 
He that obtains this conqueſt., as Plautus, 
faith, is Yor viorum , Conquerour of 
conquerours 3 Again God. is then faid to 
compel , when of chips of Hell, he makes* 
Cedars of Paradiſe , Of ſons of wrath, ſons 
of God, and cchcirs with Cixiſt + when by a 
kiſs of love, and a ſpiritual embrace, he car- 
rieth them up to Heaven , who by narure 
were concenterd in hell. Thus when S. 
Paul did precipitate . hlmlelf into blaſphe- 
mies, and did exagitate the world with per- 
ſecutions , God ſuddenly wraps bim up in- 
ro the third Heaven. This bleſſed compul- 
fion alſo did they undergo, thar were of the 
Baptiſts Audirory , who as ſoon as the Ser- 
mon was at an end, contended in a holy 
faith, who ſhould firſt lay hold on _— 
'* 
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for our Lord meant nothing elſe in thoſe 
words,bur to expreſs the vehemency of de- 
fire in the multirude , to artain everlaſting 
happineſs. This he alfo ſhewed in the ſimi- 
litude of a conquered city , into which the 
Souldiers ſtrive ro enter. Of which matter, 
if any man doubr, let him read the Teſti- 
mony of S*. Luke , in the ſeventh chapter, - 
who expounding thoſe things which Chriſt 
ſaid of obn, and of the Kingdom of God; 
faith, AU the people that beard him, and the 
Publicanes juſtified God, being baptized with 
the baptiſmof Fohn. Now God dealeth with 
us, even as we uſe to do with tender in- 
fants, we hang up a piece of money , or 
ſome other thing , and ſhew it rhe child; 
pointing to it.as a reward of his weak <1 
deavours to reach it, we invite and allure 
him to take ir , which when he cannor per- 
form , then by little and lirtle we.let down 
the money neerer the childs hands, till he 
have caught it. Then werejoyce, the child 
triumpheth that he hath got the gold , and 
we ſhout, and praiſe the child, as if he had 
done ſome great matter. But tell me now, 
what did this lictle infant perform? You 
placed the money , you provoked him to - 
take it, yau let it down that he might reach 
ir, onely, you did nor put the money into 
his hands,aud yet you praiied him and coc- 
kered him, as if he alone had done all. Bur 
- E 3 God, 


94 Of the Largeneſs of the 
God, beſides all rheſe things, doth more for 
us. He doth nor onely fer a feliciry before 
us, invite ns, excite us, and raife us up, bnt 
alſo by the gracious mftin&t of ms Spiri, 
fweerly allure us , and compel ns to like it, 
to will it, rochooſc it,to embrace ir, and to 
love ir. 

C. Oblefſed conſtraint, © delightful vio- 
lence ' let ns therefore with them (congra- 
ralare chis priviledge , thathe hath adopt- 

" ed ms to: the participation of the potions 
inheritance of the Saints , that hehathre- 
fſcued 13 from the powers cf darkneſs, and 


tranflared us ro the Kingdom of his deareſt ' 


Son. 

MM. We ought indeed ro return our 
thanks ro him , bur who can offer thanks 
worthy of ſo greatmercies ? Our moft libe- 
rel Prince will fill his houſe, will people his 
Kimodom ; but how large can we ſuppoſe 
this houſe, this Kingdom to be, when it is 
as-capacious as his love, as far extended as 
his goodneſs, and as patulous as his mercy, 
in which there is fonnd neither meafore nor 


circumſcription. And becanfe this houſe is ' 


capable to entertam a malricnde of guefts, 
and nora pancity onely , therefore Chriſt 
ſairh , tn wy Fathirs houfe are maity manſrons, 


| * Fohnig. Now compare the words of our ' 


Saviovr,withthe opinion of theſe menzrhey 
fay , His houſe is a narrow houſe, a fmalt 
' : 2 ; houſe o 
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houſe , and that it ſhall alſo continue above 
half empty 3 the Lord witneſſerh his defre 
to have It filled , and as 1/2" fairh, 1: hab 
bz: even too nacrow by reaſon of” the inhahs- 
tants, chap. 49. Naw conſider, who isamoſt 
worthy of belief, God or man, that is, truth 
or a lie? 

Cc. Who will make any doubt .of that, 
when Gad onely is truz, and dll min aye lyars? 

M, What rhen Hath obr King qmitred, 
wherein hath he heen deficient in goodnels 7 
or wiſdom, that his Kingdom ſhould be di- 
lared, amplified, and repleniſhed 2 Moſes 
the Commander of the 1/7 7ies, by the di- 
retion. of God , appoinred them f1X Cities 
for Refage , three on rhis {Gide,and three on 
the fitrther fide of the River of. Forda7, that 
they who killed a man ynawares through 
erroary wg flee thither aud eſcape. Fs; 
1s, the firſt Fognder of Reme., {cr up a. 
Santtuary alſo, .nanto which any malefaftour 
might flee, and by that means ayoid puniſh; 
ment : This ,was the firſt beginning and 
foundation of 'that ſtup&odious Empire of 
the _Romares 3 neither 15 it worth a wonder, 
fot who is not moved with the names of li: 
berry, and freedom, and fafery ? who dorh 
nor chearfulfy rua rhirher_ to fing h: whers 
iris promiſed? ,the ſame Moſes conſecrated 
every fifrierh year to liberty and plenty, i, 
in that-year the ſlaves 5 Emancipated, 

4 C 


and the bond-men made free : New tables 
were inſtituted , new Ordinances deviſed, 
and poſſeflions did revert to the owners, by 
their former right to the inheritance : the 
Harveſt and the Vintage of that year, was in 
common 3 ir was preclaimed by the ſound 
of Rams-horns and Trumpets , and from 
thence called the year of Tabs Burt hath 
the wiſdom and gocdne(s of God been leſs 


* liberal to us? hath he not ſent Chriſt, or ra-' 
 therdiq4 nor he himſelf in Chriſt the L 


come to conſtirvte this Sanftuary, torevea 
this Tower of liberty, ſafety, and refuge? 


And with what reaſon, and upon what con: | 


ditions he did it, will eaſily be underſtood ; 
for they t hat haſtened to thoſe Sanfuarie 
fled thither with body and goods, 
were oftentimes taken or killed , before 
they eſcaped thither ; But to this Refuge of 
our Salvation, it is enough to run with faith 
and unfeigned deſires. "Their Sanftuaries 
were limited to a certain place, and a cer- 
tain number of years; bur to this there 
may at any time , be a confluence of any 
people, from any part of the world. Their 
places of refuge were not capable of all 
men, and were appointed almoſt bur for 


one Nation : this Heavenly Tower of De- 


fence will receive an infinit multitude -of 
people,and is common to all men. The bo- 
dy onely and the goods were there poets 
ved, 
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ved, here man is inveſted with glorious im 

mortality , and enfeaffed with eternal 'i- : 
berry. Few were there made betrer, bur if 
they. came thither wicked , wicked they 
there continued : Here upon our firſt en- 
trance , weare transſubſtanriared into new 
creatures, and throughly changed, as if we 
were new born again, for our gracious King, . 
who hath opened unto us this Sandtuary of 


-Y- Salvation, doth nor onely remir unto us 


the puniſhment due to our tranſgrefiions, - 
but doth alſo make us juſt, holy, and inno- 
cent. Laſtly, they who fled tothe places of 
Succour, appointed by Moſes and Romnlus, 


- changed their Lord, and were free from all 
paſt dangers , bur afrerwards they were ſe- 


verely puniſhed, if rhey were found guilty 
of new delinquency 3 nor after that relapſe 
was there any Refuge allowed them : Bar 
in our Sandtuary , as ofren as a man offend- 
eth, ſo often is he pardoned , provided that 
with true repentance he maketh his appeal, 
and preferreth his petition to the King. And 
he that ranneth: ro-this Holy:Afylum, this 
Heavenly. Temple, is no longer a ſervant, 
bur for ever free, being manumitted by the 
ſon of God: For ſuch is the goodneſs of 
our King , that he will make us all the fons 
of God, and coheirs with his Son, Prieſts, 
Prophets, and parrakers of che Divine Na- 


nie, 2.PdA. I. 
| E '5$ C. But 


: 
7 


[ 


LY 
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C. But what and where is this Aſylum, 
this City ofRefuge, and year of Salvation? 

M. This Celius , is the Church of the hi- 
ving, the City of the Saints, the Pillar and 
Prop of truth : and this year of 7«biletis 
all that mtervention'of time, from the Na+ 
tivity of Chriſt, to the Day of Judgement: 
of which time the Apoſtle ſairh , Aowehe 
aceeptable time approacheth , the Day of Sul- 
vation drawcth neer. This is not more at 
this time, than at another, nor more inthis 
year, than ih another, not more in Zxr0pe, 


| than in 4ſeaor A/7ice,, not more at y 


than at Rome; and therefore is the Church 
ſtiled the Catholick Chuich. For ſeeing'this 
great Ciry confiſterh of ſuch men as believe 
1m, and reyerence the living God , where- 


foever they are diſperſed , there is the 


Church , andthe year of Fubilee , and that 
ſempirernal place of Refuge. 


C. What is your opinion of thoſe-that - | 


never heard of theſe things ? or if rhey have 
heard of them, 'it was onely by a ſcattered 
report, but they had not the infinuarions-of 


them, by rhe preaching of the Goſpel, or. 


a9y Divine Inſtitutions? For iris certain, 
that many Nations (as we have hately had 
EXPerience by the diſcoveries in America) 
have lived and died , who never heard :of 
Chriſt. But ro think rhat all thoſe menfor 
ſo many ages, were predetermined to dam- 


nation, 
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him, as Peter witnefſerh che Atts of the 


Aztion,> is not conſentayeqits te ro the Dt 
goodneſb,” and'jaft go | bs Pies 
venly King. pagh'i y appear 7 dif- 
ficuſt marter <0 conclude eicher way of their 
final condition ,*yet F conceive: no_other- 
wiſe of them, then thoſe wholived before - 
the coming of Chriſt, and the promulgati- 
on.of the Law of Moſes , for if they. did, or 
nowdo obſerve rhe law' of nature; wo 

our God ,' do-nothing to '6thers rhat-they 
would not =_ —_ ths themſelves, of re- 
pent them-of ſach evildoings, my opinion 
isthey may be ſaved ,- for per char feared 
Got, were always Hear ati d acceptable t 


's: 


Apoſtlersfuoh were-Abimelech, Melchiſedech, 

Jethro, 'Zob, and his four. friends : Hizum al- 
ſo the King of the"Tyrians, the Queen of 
Sheba, .Cyius- and Darius Kinps of wy 
and che'Wiſe men at the Nativic 'of Eh 
wich innumerable orhers'( a5 it is i 


probable J-an-mettioned in the Boo "of 


God. © For this was the judgement of the 
moſt Ancient Fathers"Origer attd ' Clemens 
Alex andrins, As it isrecorded 1 in their wri- 
tings-; Dui verbum 101} wick; oninh 


(@ich Gamers) ef ef vitia dan by 


rantiams' "Who hath ntfs 

preached , his ignorance hol exeuie 1 Ki . 
for-as the Apoſtle fawch-Rom, ro: How ſhall 
thy belive in: him, oh pans Loonie 
eard.? 
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| wee ? The onrang al ny be concem- 
nea,bur W ve.neard ce. Embaſly- 
dours beth and deſpiſe rhe offers of his 
grace. This is the peremptory Sandtion & 
'our Lord himſelf , Go-(fairh he) preach the 
Goſpel, and teach all Nations , he that belie- 
weth ſhall be ſaved,, but be thot belicucth nat, 
fall be. damned, This is the Law and moſt 
juſt Decree of ove King : thar'as hewho 
heareth the Goſpel and believerh , ſhall be 
ſaved, ſo he that heareth and believerh nor, 
ſhall be damned. From whence it follows, 
that he is not condemned by th2 Goſpel, 
who hath not heard the Goſpel bur th 
are therefore ſeperated-.to condemnation, 
becauſe they contemned the law of nature, 
and the teſtimony of conſcience, by which 
they ſhall be judged, as St. Paxl witnefſeth 
in the ſecond tothe Romances, this is the e- 
' ternal purport of all Laws:,.. that they to 
whom a law is given, ſhall, if they tranſgreks 
that law, be judged by. it, bur not tho 
who are not bound-by that law. And if this 
be obſerved in all well-governed Common- 
wealths , which are as images of that Hea- 
venly Kingdom, much more may wepre-. 
ſume. that. it is obſerved by- Ged-himſelf, 
whois King of kings , and the common Fa- | 
ther of all mankind. _. 
C. Indeed theſe things ſeem moſt wor- 
» thy of our righteous. God, and altogether 
agreeable 
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agreeable co his gentle naruce:thus we fee, 
he would nor inflict 'puniſhments upon rhe 
Nintvites: without cauſe declared, for he 
firſt ſent his Prophet to them ,thar by his 
preaching. they might underſtand the willy 
of God, Yet that ſaying g of. Peter in the 
Afts doth-ſeem/ to ce rhis 
for hereachetht [That there is 1 other name. | 
under heaven given among men., whereby we | 
—_ be ſaved, but the name of Feſias Chriſt: * 
ACS. 4+ 

M- That is not otherwiſe to be under- - 
ſtood , than-(4s we ſaid before) to concern 

| them to: whom: that name hath: been 
Ion, reached : alrhongh whoſoever: is"faved';, 
ure, th falvarion by God his Saviour , as he 
hich proclaimeth of himſelf in 1ſazah, 1, even I 
eth am the Lord , and befedes me there is no $a-. 
e 6 VIOUP« Bar char is Jeſus Chriſt one 
"to praiſed: for ever 3*althoughr explicitly and 
els Cabins he hack not becwrevealed ro | 
O'e them. 
his C. I confeſs I chonghr has within my 
JM ſelf, bur I was willing to hear your opinion, 
ea- bur when. you faid a little before. muy 


FC- of the Church, that it was whereſvever 
If, did believe , or ſhould believe; eee 
a- made you that addition, ſhould believe? 
---M. Becauſe at all times, and mall rs 
[- many: are eleRed to this kingdom, which 


IT | are not yer called , not compelled by fanch 


r9<£vrer.,/ as were Said, (prnelacs the Can 
tanion , and Sergizes Pailius ithe Procontul, 
and jnuumerable others whoſe vocatigh 
- audangreſs was by the Lord, for ſome time 
deferred ; who becauſe they were from al 
eteruity appointed *to this kingdom , are 
therefoxe all Citizens and s of ohis 
heavenly Common-wealth. : rhis is manifeſt 
by theſe andiothers, who the goodneſs of 
God being revealed, are afterwards re- 
ceived into this kingdom. | 
C. 'They ſay that Cornelius oponed.apal- 
ſage -into 'this.kingdom:by his:prayers and 
Alms-deeds, and.chis hey: confirmby thole 
werdsof: rhe-Angel tohim; Thy:prayers aug 
- po for a' memorial. bafore 
G 


HM. Theabetrors of ſuch fancies ate con- 
tamelions ro God,andgnorant of cheScri- 
| prures3theyeproch God; for they. rob him 
| of his/Honour;zand give: the glory ro manz38c 
| they are ignorant of the Scriptures, nor dif- 
| ceming an apen with. 'Their-errour ariſeth 
| partiy:from a non-confideration of -the 
| pap ortod order deiad 
| | irh never-daſhod 
| ten inthe beginning'of this Chipter? har 
| feared God,with allhis houſe, which: gave 
| much Almes tothe people ; and prayed w 
S G 
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rpS2Takedvpit- 
Cornelis was a devour:man;:'anttionevhat - 


DOES SAS 


God alway.  Afrerwards rhoſe men thac 
were ſent by Cornelive give him this Chara- 
Fer, that he was &« juſt man, feared Gad, and 
of good report among all the nation of 
the Fews, Who row doth notphainly ſee 
thar his piety to, and his fear of God are 
fiſt. commended: then his Almes and good 
deeds are fpoken of? he 'was a" Religions 
and a good man , and therefore gave many 
Almes to the poor , and prayed toGod al- 
way , which were the fruits and eftetts of 
his piety. T won nian Soto; ob _ of 
good report '{mong the- oh om 
ras Fog theſe good effetts? Norifrom 
his good deeds ; 'forthe tree muiftibe;good 
before the fruit .can 'be good; as oor Lord 
fairh, Matth7. For the-cauſe:cannorrfallow 
the effet any more than a-day can 
bring 'forth ther 'Mother. But who made 
him 'Religions and juſt ,  andifearingGod? 
Who bur the, that oixcumciferh che -fore- 
fkins.of our hearts? Thar'raketh away:our 
ſtony hearts, and giveth :us heares-of fleſh, 
and new Spirits ? Exech.T1. Heglifay,anade 
Cornelis 'boch Religious and devanr amd 
were not : theſe -chings declared /mnroPe- 
ter by the-Divine oracle-of God::for-when 
he ſuppoſed that all rhe reſt oftheWations 
were alienated from rhe benefivof the Go- 
ſpel, -the Angel rellerh him., Thoſerhings 
which .Godl \bath purified , call northou ant- 


clita). © 
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clean. Afts 10. Here.Ged witnefſeth that- 
he bad purged , prepared, and conſecrated 
Cornclizs to himſelf. And —_— it was 
ſpoken becauſe of Cornelis , yet the words 
concern all thoſe that God hath choſen and 
adorned with the beautiful. knowledge of 
the Goſpel. And whereas it is ſaid that his 
prayers, and giving of Almes went up to 

- God as a memorial, nothing more is in- 
tended ,. but that God heareth the prayers 
of: rhe Godly , that their good works are 

- acceptable to him , and rhat he hath them 
in remembrance , as flowing from himſelf 
the Fountain-of all good gifts. And where 
it is ſaid, thar he was frequent in prayer , it 
is evident that this proceeded from a Di» 

-vine. mſpiration. For as Paul fairh, 1'e know 
ot what we ſhonld pray for as-we ought, but 

the: &pirit ut ſelfmaketh interceſſion for us with 

1 able. gro2ts. . Rom.8. Now if he was 

pune with the Spirit 'of God, as certainly 
he was,” and thar his Almes-deeds and his 
yers were accepted, it is as certain that 
on had faith, without which 1t 1s imoſſbble to 
| pleaſe God , as S*., Paul doth molt plainly 

-reach. Rom.10, And if he had the illuſtra- 

tions of Faith; then his heart was purified 

d cleanſed; as Peter teſtifieth of Corne- 

Fs and other Gentiles in. St. Luke, ſaying, 

That God had: enlightened them- by his . Holy 

Spirit,and purged their minds by Faith. 
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C. I perceive that by degrees you have 
come to the right explication of the truth 3 
but there is Yet one thing to be enucleated, 
for Pctcr ſaith,0f a truth 1 now percetue, that 
God is no reſpefter of perſons ; but in every 
nation ye that fearcth him and worketh righte- 
ouſnef?, 5 accepted by him. AiF.10., Here he 
ſheweth that by good works a man is re- 
conciled tro God. | 

M. This ſpeech of the Apoſtle,meanerh 
nothing elſe ,, but what diverſe other holy 
ſentences do teach, that God in his elefion 
of, and his Love to mankind, hath regard 
onely to their goodneſs and glorie , nor to 
their original ,- their pedigree , their coun- 

, their ſex, their age;their merit, or any 
other perſonal atrribaces. - This trath is ex- 
emplitied in the perſon of Cornelius, whom 
God called being an alien , and dignified 
him with a place in his kingdom. The 
ſigns of Eleftion are an ingenuous and- 2 


. reverential fear of God , like to that of 
obedient children towards their parents, , 


from whence there ariſerh in them,a confi- 


+ dence and a ſtedfaſt perſwafion of the love 


of God to them, and from thence again 


 groweth adelight in the Law of God,a com- 


placency in the works of righteouſneſs , -he 
that is accepted by God , he feareth, he 
honovureth , loveth, and truſteth in God: 
for it behoveth that the perſon of that _ 
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be gracious and acceptable, whoſe dnties 
or offices of Love are accepted : for no'per- 
formances are acceprable from him, again 
whom we entertain a prgudice or aver 
fation , of rhis we have experience in the 
common civilities of life , bur with God 
there is noprezudice,for he is the ſearcher 
ofthe heart. And Fon faith; 

doth work righteonſneſs,is born of God. Allo, 
Whoſvever betieveth that | Fefws i the Chriſt, 
be s born of God , that is, therefore ſome 
men live juftly, ſome man bclieverh Jeſus 
robe the Chriſt , becauſe he is juſtified by 
God, and endued with holineſs and righte« 


' onſaeſs by him : for unkefs he thus be bori 


of Ged ; he is unable ro perforin any 

zaftly and rightly , or ro beheve thar Jeſts 
5s the Chriſt. This rhe Lord Himſelf con- 
firmeth upon Pet-rs confeffion, that he was 
the Sor of the Immortal Ovd, Verily (faith 
our Savionr) fleſh 2nd blvud bath not revea!- 
ed. this unto thee , but my Fither, which #38 
Heaven. Now there is this difference be- 
rween Divine and humane juſtice , he thar 
is not juſtified by God , may execute hn- 
mane juſtice, for fear of puniſhment , ex- 


pettarion of glorie , or hope of orher re- 


ward 3 bur no man is exerciſed m heavenly 
zaſtice , whois nor firſt jnſtified , purged 
by Faith , and aftifted with grace. There- 
fore it is no wonder, that whoſoever feareth 


God 2 3 
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God , and worketh righteouſneſs , is ac- 
cepred of God z becauſe the fear of God i. 
the beginning of wiſdom, and 2 good unat;- 
finding have all they that keep bis Commandl- 
mts, With this fear,as with falt,the Lord 
doth ſeaſon their hearts , and preſerve from 
corruption (even whileft rhey are ignorant 
of him) rholſe that he eth ro call in- 
tro his kmgdom. This” nchoation of their 
liberty, is .afrerwards perfe&ted in the time 
of their vocation , by the preaching .of the 
Gofpel and by Faith. | 

C. I havereceived full fatisfattion , and 1 
hope hereafcer rhar borh 'nzy ſelf and ©- 
thers, will give greater credit to the Ora- 
cles of God , then to rhe perverſe apinions 
and inrerprerations of men. | 
M. Now that we may conclude this di- 
greffion, 1 fay rhat whereſoever, or when- 
joever ſach are found , m rhat moment of 
time they have atrained ro this Sannary, 


this propitions year of Jubilee. — 
it is written, Let ws call upon the nn of thi 


rs ed 


Lord , and we ſhall mnt be diſzppointed. Al- 
ſo , Whaſoever ſhall call upon the name of the 
Lord, ſhall eſtape. Fcel.2. Alſo,The aame of 
the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous flyeth 
unta it , and 1s ſafe. Prov.18. To this tower, 
this ſanRuary , the Lord himſelf becknech 


the poor, the miſerable, the wretched, the 
defperate finners , in this fyeet para ets 
| _ 
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, Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heasy 
laden, and 1 will eaſe you. Theſe are the 
wayes, the ſecrets of holy ſtate, and the Dj 
vine Policies, which our King uſeth for the 
Inſtaprarion of his kingdom. - And if the 
kingdoms of the earth are enlarged by ſuch 
artifice, how much more ſhall we think the 
kingdom of Heaven to be dilated , which 
is far more capacious , more furm,and more 
calle of accels ? | 


C. Truly I fuppoſe it will infinitely e%. 


ceed the kingdom , or rather the dungeon 
of the Devil: even as much as there are 
more who wiſh and defire eaſe, impunity, 
Honour and Salyation, then who are in love 
with labours, puniſhments, ſervitude, igno- 
miny,and death eternal, and certainly but 
few men will precipitate themſelves into 
theſe calamitjes, when they may with ſuch 
faciliry redeem themſelves from the fear of 
them. And although a ſmall induſtry one- 
ly, ſeemeth neceſſarie to the prevention of 
theſe endles torments , yet we ſee but few 
men that contend to get to this refuge, this 


moſt pleaſant Citie.z and what ſhould be 
the cauſe of this ſlackneſs , this dulneſs3 . 


this indiligence is to me altogether un- 
known. 

* . M. The cauſe is manifeſt 3 Firſt thar 
which I named before, towit that the new 
reaſon of ſtate,which our King maketh uſe 
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of in the adminiſtration of his affairs, de- 
ceaveth thoſe that with the jridgement of 
men , ſeek after thiscitie as glonoufly viſt 
ble and conſpicuous. Secondly, the Church 
ſs coogenny and conſtjrurted out of this 


holy Sa , by the —_—_ of the 
nwe: , and theadminſſtration of the.Sa- 
crament , and theſe being concealed 

the greater part of the World , by. this 
means , this citie for a long time was kepe 


J hid, and fo lictle taken notice of; thar ic 


was ſcarce diſcernable who were the true 
Citizens. 'Bur as foon as the glad ridings of 
the Goſpel thave arrived , then we racy. hs 
flock to this citie as in the time of Chriſt 
and his Apoſttes.. For when Chriſt himſelf 
had faid that the kingdom of God was at 
hand , and afrer that he had exhorted men 
to bring forth ſuit worthie of repentance 3 he 
then called them all unto him,withe har joy- 
ful fummons, (ome wnts me all ye that: labouy 
and are heavy laden, and I w1ll give you eaſe. 
Of this joyfal invitation , this liberal 
year , the Prophet 1/avah ad, when 
ſpeaking in rhe Perſon of Chriſt , Be faith, 
1 am endued with the $yirit of the Lord, Fe-" 
bovah hath Anointed nie, and ſent me to 'de- 
clave joyful tidings: to heal them of broken 
Sparits, and to groe liberty to them that are. 
in bond age, fight to the blind, to delvuey the op= 
preſſed wm of their ftreights , nas * | 
FUL: 
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Jos! year of the Lord. The Apaſiles al, 
thoſe fairhial Exabaſladours of Chriſt , di 
invite all moceal men to this great benef 
this moſt bleſſed kingdom ld things au} 91 
paſt away, b:hold all things ate become new: ſell 
and all things are of God, who bath reconciled} 
1s. to, bugaſclf 122 Cheſt Feſiug ,, and hath give || 
zo. us. the miniſterie of reconciliation ,,towit, | © 
that God was im Chuft , reconciling the warld th 
unto bimſelf, not imputing theic treſpaſſes uns | Vi 
to them ,. aud hath committed. to us the ward | © 
of reconciliation. Now then , wwe ave embaſſies 
dours for Chriſt , as thaugh God did beſecch 
y0u by us, we pray you in Chrifks ſtead , be 
recanciled to God': ſor he hath made bim wo 
hnew 10 fin tobe- [mn far us, that we mught. he 
made the righteouſneſs of God' in him. © 
Bur ſhortly after,falſe Apoſtles and coun« 
terfeir Embaſladours, broughc in humane 
traditions , and began to ly vpor mens 
ſhoulders the burthen and heavy yoak of 
the Law, which things did deject,nor eredt 
_—_ vie mg _ __ _— 
them, dj tNem, not t :from 
hs 7 paſs that few made their 
approach to this king4om, or if they drew 
near , they - ſoon returned and departed, 
Far the be ou om ey rs, 
nat propagated vanced-by the ſwor 
but by preaching , by the energie of the 
Spirit , by good e » patience, chari- 
tle, © 


rn a - 
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tie, —_—_ zuſtice, temperance, conſtan- 
cy, goodneſs , faith, , leniry ,long- luffering, 
and all choſe bleſſed and peaceable frums of 
the true Spigus, of God. So oun Lord hinss 
ſelf ſo his Diſciples propagated: the-txuch, 
and ſowed-che Heavenly. Dottsme of -Gheiik * 
in mens hearts. For owe Logd-as Hilarie 
told Canſtantiwus; anY poor teach 
than exadt a knowledge: and: eaafellion. af 
himſelf 3 and giving Auchogity, 49 lus pres 
cepts. by the acteſtation of mira+ 
cles , he defried a will that was any « aqjeches 
-way compelled ro acknowledge him- 
full of truth ace theſe words , for _—_— 
ſo free as the judgement in Religion, 
ReHiian flouriſheth by ſound reaſon = 

ong perfwaſion, not by fear and threat 

—_— is defended & yrelerved by dying, 

cory ting by Patience, noc by 

icenot by butchery; by faith,nor:by. 
Se & cotres. policy. For he char will ks 
bliſh Religion by imperious. or 
force , doth nor {eek to defend-ir ,. bur - 
CEE DN 
r Celixs., unleſs 
have > OS. I ſhall deſcend to 
ſuch glaces of Scripture,as. ſeem to favour 
pra, opinion,of the amplitude of the Who 


hal + I have nor the leaſt douhe. rexpaln 
and I caxneſtly intreat yaugbeſore the 


Prevent 
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prevent us, to haſten to thoſe proofs as the 
chief end of our meeting. -- a. 

- M. -In the firſt place therefore, weigh 
diligently rhir magnificent promiſe of God 
made'to Abraham,ſo often repeated and in- 
culcated. - God promiſeth, and confirmetrh 
his promiſe with an oath; that he will make 
his ſeed as the duft of the earth; fo thar if a 
man can number the duſt of the earch, then 
ſhall he number the ſeed of Abravam, Gen. 
17, And again in the 22. chapter, he pro- 
miſeth , 1n bleſſing 1 will bleſt thee , and in 
multiplying, I will mulliply thee wn thy ſeed as 
the Stays of the Heaven, and as the ſand 
which is upon the Sea-ſhore, and thy ſeed ſhall 
poſſeſs the gate of 'his enemies : and 1n thy ſeed 


ſhall all the Nations of the earth be bleſſed. 


Here I would know of any man , whether 
God in this inimitable (as to us) and inefti- 
mable promiſe, did intend that the multi- 
tude of the Elef, ( for that they were pre- 
fignified by the feed of A4brabam is plainly 
ſhewed in the 4- to the Komanes) ſhould be 
inferiour to the number of the Reprobate ? 
Whowill dare to fay fo, when he compa- 


reth his ſeed ro thofe things which exceed - 


all other things for number, yea indeed, 


which are themſelves numberleſs? For al-- 
though Archimedes , that noble Geometri- * 
cian , ſuppoſed that he canld number the 
fand, nor onely abour Syracuſe, bur of Sw 4 

EI 


4 


5 the | the habirable and in-habirable parrs of the 


reigh | þrarion of this ſnppoſal to.Gelo, then Ki 
God | of Sirilie : yet the Prophet Iſaiah 009: þ 
d in- { otherwiſe. hat man (faith he) hath meaſu- 
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world 3 and underrook to write a Demon- 


meth | ,.1 the waters in the hoſlow of bis baud ? and 
nake | ,:-rcd out the Heavens with a ſpan 7 or come , 
ofa | 1 rchended the duft of the earth in a meaſure 2 
en | 7r weighed the mountains in ſcales , and the 


bills tn a ballance ? 
Thus compariſons of this nature have 
been adhibired, to demonſtrate ſuch things 
unto vs , which in their kind admit of no 
compariſon. From whence it follows, chat 
the progeny of Abraham is more numerous 
and copious, than all others. . Moreover,all 
the Fairhful being comprehended in - the 
ſeed of Abrabam, there is in the expreſ- 
fions of che Holy Ghoſt , a kind of zacite 
conrenrion againſt that Opinion of the Pax- 
rity of Believers, for as often,and as much as - * 
he amplifies the Kingdom of God, fo often, 
and ſo much he ſpeaks in diminution of the 
kingdom of darkneſs. Neither-in this can I 
accord with $. Auſtin, who faith theſe words 
are uttered inan bs agree + yer when he 
labours to declare the matter,any man 


perceive he. is miſtaken... For. in his 


4 Of the City of God, he ſaith, That the ſeed of 
4} Abraham 2s lef in number thanthe multitude 
J of the wicked. Suppole the fand of the Sea. 
4 ſhore, or the daft of the _ do mbch ex_ 


ceed* 


. [ 
» 
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-. eced the number of the whole generation 


of mankind, What then ? we do nor con- 
feſs that the number of the Elect, is great- 
er than the number of the Sands : but by 
the compariſon this offely is in queſtion, 
Whether the Holy ſeed of Abraham do not 


ſurmount the number of the wicked ? but 


if it be not implied that rhe number of the 
Ele&t is the greater, why ſhould ir be com- 
pared to a thing thar is infinit? If ſome 
man had come, and ſaid, That this compari- 
ſon (ſo high that it exceeds belicf) is more 
agreeable ro the multitude of the wicked, 
which is much above that of the faithful, 
would he not hereby ſecretly infinuare;that 
here wasno reliſh of Divine wiſdom in this 
compariſon? But if to think any ſuch thing, 
much more to ſay it , be impious and exe- 
crable, it is manifeſt, and follows undenia- 
bly, that the multitude of ſuch as belong to 
the Kingdom of God, is much the greater. 
But to this hath not God added this alſo, 
That in the ſeed of Abraham all Nations ſhall 
be bleſſed? Gal. 3. But how ſhall they all be 
bleſſed, if the major part be excluded from 
cternal happineſs ? One of theſe two things 
is neceflary there to be allowed, either 


(which I abhor to think). that God is a lyar, . 


or elſe that the namber of the bleſſed is not 


equiparated by any other number, and 
which of theſe two is to be choſen, I leave” 


co the pious Reader to judge. 


- 


ef+"oþ 
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C. You conclude folidly and traly ; for * 
as Fa)iusſhewerh , an Hyperbole is then to 
be known, when the marter expreſſed, ex- 
ceederh all natural meaſure. Now theſe 
promiſes are not vulgar, bur fo ample, ſtaze - 
ly and honourable , rhat the narrow minds 
of mortal men, ſhould be ſtruck with ad- 
miration 'as ofren as they contemplate the 
bleſſed multitude of the glorious Saints. 
M. You ſpeak the truth. But that wic- 
ked one who is bags 2. vp in a mantle of 
piety , hath been always bufie and diligent 
ro eclipſe this truth. 1 will now produce an- 
other place of Moſes, becauſe I know every 
new argument is a freſh vexation to that 
fiend. In Exodus God doth wonderfully ſer 
forth the goodneſs of his own narure, for 
ſuch is his clemency,thar he promiſeth mer- 
cy toa thouſand generations in pardoning 
fins and tranſgreſſions , bat threatneth ven- 
geance onely to the third or fourth genera- 
tion 3 Conſider now what proportion there 
is berween one thouſan41 and four,and know 
thar there will be-as great an inequality he-- 
tween the glorious free mea of Jeſus Chriſk, 
and the few and miſerable bond-flaves of 
the devil. 
(This isa proportion withour proportion, 
& (to ſpeak like a Geometrician )acompari-. 


' fon berween a body and the ſhorteſt line. 


M. From Moſes let us pals ro that Evan- 
gelical Propher Iſaiah, by whoſe authority: 
F + We 
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we ſhall learn that this-nioſt bleſſed King- 
dom is perſpicuoiiſly-exaggerated, He pour. 
eth forth words-of grear conſolation upon 
the Church,*tven then Militant , Rejoyce © 
barren thou that didſt not bear, break forth int 
zo ſnging and cry aloudtheu that didft net tra- 
wel with child. For more are the children of 
the deſolate, than the married wif: , ſaith the 
1ord. Which words are both cited and ex- 
plained by S. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Ge ' 
latians , Many moreyfaith he, are the childzen 
of the deſolate , than of her that hath an Hts 
band. Now they that are experienced iti 
knowledge of Divine myſteries, are notig- 
nozant , that the Church of God is under- 
— Rood by that deſolate and barren , and the 
kingdom of Satan. by the married wiſe, / for 
f inthe fame place the Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth 
them one from the other, by nol a 


WO IC 


notes. Now we b:cthren faich hegare the chil= 
dyen of the Promijc,as Iſaac was: but as then, 
he that was 60:n after the fl:ſh,nerſermed bim 
that was bor afitr the Spirit , even ſo it is 
now. RNevertheleſs , caſt out the bond-womas 
andher ſonfor the ſon of the boud-woman ſhall 
not be Heir with the ſon of the free-woman. 
Therefore we are not,my brethren,the chil- 
dren of the bond-woman, but of the free. 

- C. I have heard, andas I rememberÞE 
have read, that that barren was the Chourchy. 
colleRted out of all nations, & thar the mar- 
tied wife was the Commonwealth of Ii eely # 

re 2 
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the Synagogue of the Zews , Which differ 
nothing bur in Nation and time. 

M. | knowit, andiherefore I alleadged 
this place of theApoſtle,thart ir might plain- 
ly appearthat they are nor diſtinguiſhed by” 
realon of Nation and time , bur for inward 
qualifications, for-manners, for conditions, 
and for the end. For firſt he diſtributes all 
mankind into thoſe that are born of the 
fleſh, and thoſe that are born of the Spirit, 
beſides theſe rwo, there is no third. Then 
he ſaith , Thoſe tat are worldly, do continue. 
ally vex and perſecute thoſe that are Spiritual 
and Heavenly ,. yet they are ſervants, theſe are 

ſrcce.. Therefore. im reference to their final 
condition , he-conferreth aa everlaſting in- 

heritance upon the ſons of the free-woman, 
thoſe of the. bondwoman being abdicated,. 
forſaken, and rezefted. Theſe things being 
ſo learnedly and fo plainly disjoyned by the 

Apoſtle, we ought not to conjoynyor rather 
ro confound them. And if any mau will by; 

that mar/ied wife, or by that daughter of rhe 

b:1d-woman , underſtand the Nation of the, 

Zews : neither can he by that means detradt 

from the multitude of the Ele ; for as he 


- that treads the ſteps of the faith of 4brabamy: 
\ 15 the ſon of 4brabam, and belongeth to the . 


number of the Saints.z fo he that followeth: 
the contumacy, and abidech in the unbelief 
of the Zews, is deſervedly called a Hagarer, 
and an 1/znaelite. Here is therefore no place: 

F 3 for 


-248 of the L argenes of the x 


for tergiverfation ; for he plainly affirmeth 
that the number of the Citrzens of the Heas 
venly 7eruſalem , is much greater than that 


of the earthly Zer»ſalem, and this is the rea- 


fon of that great admiration of the celeſtial 


_ Cirizens, when they behold rheir own mnl- 


rirude,as you read at large m the Prophefic 
of 1/a2ah. - | 

C.- It is ſo; but why is one called barren, 
and forſakenz8 the other the married wife? 

AM. Firſt, becauſe ſhe is nor ſo frujrful, 
pompous, and il}uftrious in the ceremonies 
of the Law as the other : Secondly, becauſe 
ſhe appeareth lirtle and regardleſs in the 


eyes of the world. For ſhe boaſteth nor of-- 
good works and merit: dorh nor make orna- 


ment,magnificence,and ſplendour ,to be in- 
ſeperable notes of her purity ; and Laſtly, 
is not celebrated for diverfiry of Sets, and 
variety of rites and ceremonies. Therefore 
ſhe is termed barren, withour children, ſoli- 
racy, little, deſpiſable, and forſaken of God, 
by them that judge according to the ſpeci- 
cious outſide of things. Buton the comra-/ 
ry,the othes faid to have a husband, becauſe. 
ſhe ſurpaſſerh im the of outward wor-' 
ſhip, for the Prophet hath oppoſed the mar- 
ried woman to barren , and her that is 
forſaken : and ſpeaks of both of them after 


!t - the manner of men. 4 
| (+1 will not here demand who is the huſ-"": 
baad of the Church, for I know it is _ E 

| tne F 
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the Lord : but who beſides will they have © 
ro be O— ? / og hy 

M. The very gogue it $ 

Moſes, but very falſly. as Chriſt ſhewethin 
the 5. of John, ſaying , Had ye believed Mo- - 
ſes,ye had alſo believed me, for he wrote of me: 
but if ye believe not his writings, how will you 
believe my words? Alſo our Lord faith in rhe 
2. of the Apocalypſe, that ſuch are not Zews, 
but blaſphemers , and the Synagogue of Satan. 
Moreover they who ofrdain and pretend Mo- 

ſes for their Law-giver,if they ſeek falvation 
by any other Law than thar of Chriſt, whe- 
ther it be of Moſes, or Mahomet, or Pope, or 
any Seperariſt whatſoever, they may be ſaid 
ro have a maſter &'a husband,and they thar 
are ſuch.are all ſervants 8 bond-men.,and as 
many as are begotten of rhem, that is, per- 
verted by them:and if they be ſeryante, 

ſhall nor abide in the honſe for ever,bur the 


, fon abidethever. But Chriſt and his Spouſe, 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem;have children, and 


thoſe free from the Law,as our Savionr told 
the Fews, If the Son ſhall make you free, the 
you are free, S*. Paul alfo teflethns , 

wheye the Spirit of the' Lord 1s, there is tuberty, 
1 Co7. 3- Therefore theſe are heirs, nor by 
the obſervation of the Law, bur only a+fons, . 
ſons of the free-woman , which is the Holy 
Catholick Church,not the ffnagogue of the 


; | bond-woman,held under fear and ſervitude. 


For he that is a fon, doth not imagine that” 
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he ſhall therefore hecome an heir , becauſe 
he ſerves the father & keeps his command» 
ments, bur becauſe he is born in true and 
lawful wedlock , or elſe called into the fa- 
mily by adoprion. | 

C. Theſe things are ſo plan, that he is 
wilfully blind that ſeeth them not. Bur can 
you produce any teſtimonies, out of the. 
New Teſtament ? 


M. I can 3 Behold St. Paul, comparing. 


the calamity brought into the world by. the 
tranſpreſſion of Adam, with the benefit of 
Chriſtz reſurre&ion,that is,thoſe which were 
damned in Adazx , with thoſe that are juſti- 


fied,ſanftified and ſaved in Chriſt,ſaith thus,.. 


Kut not as the offence, ſos the free gift , ſor if 


threugh the offence of one,many be dead: much. 


more the grace of God, and the gift by graces. 
which is by one man Feſus (/hriſt, hath abound- 


ed unto many, Rom.5. Now the ſenſe of the. 


words is this, Thar the gift of one man Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath abounded co many more, than 
the fall of Adam, and the offence by that 


fall did extend. Here youſee the Apoſtle: : 
faith in te/minzs, that more are ſaved by the - 


advantage of Chriſt , than are damned by 
the ſin of Adam. 


C. I do ſee it,and I underſtand itzbut how 
-jn the ſame place are thoſe words to be un--: - * 
derſtood ? For he faith , As by the offence of 1 
one man, judgement came upon all men to con--\ | 

demmation z fo by the righteouſneſs of one T1 


alk 
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ſhall all men be abſolved. Here he faith all 
men are damned, and yet all men are faved, 
and ſeems to ſpeak things repugnant. For if 
all be condemned, there is zneclity none 
can be ſaved 3 and there is a neceflicy none 
can be damned, if all men be ſaved. * 

M.You have propounded a queſtion fome- 
what perplexed and knotry,but by Gods af- 
ſiſtance I ſhall uatie it : 1 know there are 
ſome thar ſay, all are condernned, thar is,all 
that are born under original fin, are obno+ 
£100 to condemnation: that all are abſolyed 
and ſer free, that is, char Chriſt died for all 
men,and that his death was effectual to ex-' 
piation of the ſins of the whole world, if all 
men had applied ynto themſclves the bene- 
fit of his death by faith ; bur this opinion 
tottereth, in regard that all men are born in 
original finz yer all men are nor juſtified, all 
men are not laved:and by this ir would feem 
that the efficacy of the paſtion of Chriſt was 
not ſo diffuſive, as the tranſgreflion of 4dam 
was deſtructive, whereas if you conſider the 
words onely, the reaſon ſhould be the ſame 
in both. You have not forgotten the old 
Axiomes,P 414 paribus, contrariis omaibes þ 
contraria conveniunt. But this ſeems more 


plain to me to affirm,tharall which are con- 
demned, are condemned for the offence of 
one man: and ſoalſo all that are faved, have 
ſalvation by the benefit of one3but it is true 
that all are condemned that came of the old 
Adam, 
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Adam, and all which are born of the ſecond the , 
Adam,which is Chriſt, are ſaved 3 bur they of t 
arefew,theſe are many, otherwiſe the rightes | & 
ouſneſt of Chriſt, will be found leſs than the || *f* 
diſobedience of Adam. Thus we ſhall with | ©® 
the Apoſtle , harbour thoughts correſpon- ſev« 
dent tothe Office & Divine virtue of Chriſt. | © 
And whereas it follows, that by the 4:ſobe- the 
dince of one , many were made ſubjef ro Þ| © ; 
the curſe , we have already ſhewed that by | 57 
many, the Apoſtle means all. i fo 

C. I remember it, and lke very well of be 
your interpretation; but go on,becauſe I ſee, | $* 

you are ready to make an end. | c 

M. Tothe amplitude of this Divine King- ſo 
dom , thoſe places alſo do concur in the ſe- | ** 

cond Pſalm, where the Father faith to his * 
Son, As of me, and I ſhall give thee the Hea- | 
then for thine inheritance , and the uttermoſt || © 
parts of the earth for thy poſſeffon. And inthe || © 
72. Pſalm, He ſhall have dominion alſo from HS 

ſea to ſea, and fromthe River unto the ends of 
the earth : alſo, All Kings ſhall worſhip him, ! 
and all Natiors ſhall do him ſervice. Theſe” 

paſſages of Scripture in the Hiſtory, belong + 
ro Solomon, but in the myſtery, to Chriſt our 
King , as thoſe that are converſant in the 
Scriptures, do well underſtand. Al that . 

| * placein 7oel 2. I will pour forth of my Spirit 

upon all fleſh. - Again in the 2. of the Attsj* 7 

All men ſhall know me, cven from the leaſt to 

the greateſt : Alſo inthe firſt of Malac. From Þ 

$9 the : 
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nd | 11277 ſing of the Suneven until the going down 
ey of the ſame, my Name ſhall be great among the 
es | Gentiles , and in cvery place incenſe ſhall be 
he {| «fred unto my Name , even a pure offering. 
th {| Conſult alſo the Propher,and obſerve in the 
n- | ſeventh chapter , how honourable mention 
&. {| he maketh of the Kingdom of God. ' And 
ps | there was given him domimion, and glory, and 
-o Þ 4 K/ngdom, that all People , Nations and Latt- 
y | $2865, ſhould ſerve him. Againin the 12. of 
7obn, our Lord faith of himſelf, And 1, if 1 
of | be lifted up , will draw all men unto me. A- 
e | gain, S*. 7ohn ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſaith, That 
4 bc doth enlighten all menchap.1. S*. Paulal- 
. | ſoaftirmeth, that God would bave all men to 
- | 6: ſaved. And in another place,He hath ſhut 
s | #p.all men under unbelief, that be might bave 
£- | mercy upon all men. In theſe and very many 
> {| other places, by the word all, is intimated 
. {| the amplitude of the Kingdom of God. This 
5 | is chat leed, that, fruitful off-ſpring,which 1- 
fe | (ah fore-(eeing , was forced with amaze- 
ment to cry out, ho can declare his genera- 
| tion? This is that mulritude declared by.S*. 
| John in .Apoc, 7. After this I beheld, and lo 
| a great multitude which no man could number, 
of all Nations, and Kindreds, and People, and 
Tongues, ſtood before the Throne, and before the 
Lamb, cloathed with white robes,and palms in 
thetr hands : and cryed out with a loud voyces 
Salvation unto God ,- which ſitteth upon the 
: Throne and to the Lamb. This multitude,chis 
5 MaAjE- - id 


z 
"> 


majeſty and greatneſs of the Kingdom of God, fila * 


x 
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rure generations will better comprehend .than the - p 
0-4 


ages paſt ; tor they ſhall behold the moſt ha 
{ſpreading ofthe Goſpel, they ſhall ſee the d / 
jon of the Prince of the Ijhnaclites , and of thay 


. 


allbe overcome , and caſtinto utter darken 
from-whence there is no redemption « and they als. 
fo who have followed bis voice, and obeyed his*: 
imaginations,ſhal participate.the ſamedamnarions-/ 
'+ . C, Ob how happy hath-this day been unto may 
wherein I have learted the explanation-of ſo'mas 4 
ny difficult places of Scripture , ſo greaterrotirs;; 
gcteRed and canfured,ſo many miſteries revealed, 7 
2nd ſo many knotty and-involved gyeſtions unine} 
_ tarigled. _ The cloud-of errour being blown over,” 
'I now:plainly ſee , bow- rafh. and” bold ari enter-. 
priſe it is, 2o.jndge of the Kingdom of Heaven by *| 
{00076 pg ny» is not confiiruted þy-any thing 
{ubjeGed to our ſenſes,but prepared by the eleGti» # 
on of God, and diftinguiſhed trom the [ynagpgnÞ? 
of the deyi},, by faith and the fruits” of the Holy 
Spirit, not purchaſed by any coutiſel, belp, 6r me- 
rit of ours, but obtained mterly by the gratious © 
| mar pleaſure of our God. Wherefare trom hens 
forth I-will forbear all fuck xemerity , and will |, 
keare the diſpoling oftiis Kingdom, and the regles 
ment-of his afftirs,.20 God himſelf, whoenlar- 
gee at ſeveral tunes, and in feveral-places,-as | 
ns Com g90g.u p him 3 wil knowfero be. 
nty, to worſhip God in Spirit, perpetual! 
exalt his mercy, xo love and follow CIs, ab Tg) 
elp all men, ever: mine enemies,” withroiy.carey,. 
iy coun{c!, and all my beſt aſliſtances,;...71 1,1 4 
o R 6 a $10 $1; 
-" Hie thwrns ahenens efto. © RY 3 
20h» 
.: Vl 


F. 21 F*- 1-S:: 


Vicar of bell. . Anticbriſt by little and lizelg* - 
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